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Community Generosity Shines at
11th Annual Stuff the Bus Event

Jayna Smith
jayna@calais.news

The Baileyville Police De-
partment marked the 11th year
of its beloved Stuff the Bus
event on Saturday, November
29, once again showing the
generosity of local residents.

The Christmas gift collection

effort — launched in 2015 by
now-retired Baileyville Police
Chief Bob Fitzsimmons —
supports children of all ages
throughout the region. This
year’s campaign stretched across
multiple locations, including
Calais Walmart, Marden’s, and,
new this year, food drive stations
at Tradewinds and Calais IGA.

The expanded reach resulted in
another impressive outpouring of
donations from the community.

(continued on page 2)

Baileyville Police Sgt. Matt Vinson, Chief John Preston, and WCSO
Cpl. Matt Carter, along with K9 Tango, at Saturday’s Stuff the Bus
event, where local generosity once again filled the bus with gifts for
area children. (Photo by Jayna Smith)

$500 Gift to Pantry Doubled Through

Pratt Match Drive

Jan Tollison and Laurel Perkins
of the Calais Lioness Club pres-
ent a $500 donation to Erika
Pratt and Ian Pratt for the Irene
Chadbourne Ecumenical Food
Pantry. The Pratt dealership
is currently running its an-
nual donation-match campaign,
matching all contributions to
Washington County food pan-
tries up to $10,000 through
December 24. Those wishing to
donate may give to the pantry
of their choice and drop off a
check directly at the dealership
for it to be matched. (Photo by
Jayna Smith)

Jayna Smith
jayna@calais.news

At just ten years old, Calais resident Cora
has already stepped into the world of entre-
preneurship — and her new business is off
to an impressive start.

A natural dog lover with a passion for
baking, Cora began by making homemade
treats for her family’s dog, Gronk. “I gave
the treats to my dogs and my family’s dogs,”
she explained. “I also gave some to my mom
and dad’s co-workers who have dogs, and
they loved them and asked for more.”

From there, an idea began to take shape.

Every business needs a name and a logo,
and Cora designed both herself. “I came up
with the design because I love to draw my
dog,” she said. “If I had a bakery, I’d want
her to be the main focus of the logo. I wanted
the name to sound like dogs are welcomed,
so I chose Bark’s Bakery.”

(continued on page 3)

Young entrepreneur Cora, 10, poses with her dog
Honey and the homemade Bark’s Bakery treats she
created and now sells at Calais Ace Homecenter, all
while sporting the logo she designed herself.

Two Previously-Deported
lllegal Aliens Caught Working
at Calais Paving Company

U.S. Border Patrol agents
arrested two Mexican illegal
aliens earlier this month when
they were found working for
a paving company in Calais
after having previously been
deported from the country.

According to court docu-
ments, Calais Border Patrol
Agent Matthew Crews was
patrolling on the afternoon
of November 11 and spotted
what appeared to him to be
a work crew loading paving
equipment.

He noticed that, as he was
driving by in his marked ve-

CA000013212

hicle, two of the workers ap-
peared to be alarmed and were
dressed in a manner typical of
Central American immigrant
workers.

Crews parked a few blocks
away to observe the workers
and saw the two suspicious
individuals passing him in a
white Ford F250 truck, ap-
pearing nervous.

He conducted a traffic stop
without incident and told the
vehicle’s occupants that he
was conducting an immigra-
tion inspection.

(continued on page 3)

Area Christmas Activitied

* Dec. 5: Lioness Christmas Parade, 6 p.m.
- * Dec. 6: Baileyville Christmas Parade, 5 p.m.

* Dec. 6 Kids Christmas Party hosted by
Calais Fire Association, 9 a.m. to noon
* Dec. 6: Cookie Sale, St Anne’s Episcopal
Church, 8 to 11 a.m.
* Dec. 7: Princeton Parks & Rec Tree Lighting, 6 p.m.
* Dec. 12-14: Feztival of Trees, WCCC

GMC

WE ARE PROFESSIONAL GRADE

Meet or Beat
Any Price
Statewide

The Way Buying a Car or Truck Should Be

www.prattcars.com
US Route 1, Calais * 207-454-0600
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Members of Red Knights Maine Chapter 5 make their annual stop at the Stuff the Bus event, deliver-
ing a generous donation to support local children. (BPD photo)

Stuff the Bus

(continued from page 1)

First started as “Fill the
Cruiser,” the initiative quickly
outgrew its name. In its inau-
gural year, one police cruiser
wasn’t nearly enough to hold
the volume of donations. By
the day’s end, two trucks and
two trailers had been filled
to capacity. The event was
renamed Stuff the Bus in 2016
to better reflect the scale of
community support.

Volunteers play a crucial
role each year, often battling
challenging weather condi-
tions to make the event pos-
sible. This year was warmer
for the crews than in recent
years, with temperatures lin-
gering in the low 30s. Despite
the frigid weather, helpers
remained steadfast in their
mission.

Stuff the Bus collects far
more than toys. Donated items
also include warm clothing
and essential hygiene prod-

CMHI Property Management, Inc.

Experience the best of Baileyville, Maine at

Summit Street Apartments
We are now accepting applications to rent on our newly
constructed and spacious apartments.

CURRENTLY AVAILABLE:
1 BEDROOM & 2 BEDROOM

Rent includes all utilities, wi-fi, heat, snow and garbage removal.

Stop in at the Calais Methodist Home
Offfice in Calais on 116 Palmer Street
for an application, call 454-7196 or
email chelsie@cmhihome.org
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ucts such as toothbrushes,
deodorant, soaps, and sham-
poo. These contributions help
ensure that children not only
receive something fun for the
holidays, but also items that
support their well-being.

What truly sets Stuff the
Bus apart is its simple, bar-
rier-free approach. Families
do not have to fill out appli-
cations or submit sensitive
personal information. Instead,
they simply arrive during dis-
tribution times — this week
from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. at the
Baileyville Town Office.

The Baileyville Police De-
partment expressed grati-
tude to all who donated to
the event, as well as to the
day’s volunteers, including
Woodland High School IMG
teacher Ms. Brittany Goding
and students, Downeast Cred-
it Union Baileyville staff, and
Jamie Bohanon.

Down East Community
Hospital Birth Announcement

Allison and Andrew Caplin, of Whiting, are pleased to announce
the birth of their son, Callum Michael Caplin. Callum was born
on November 24, 2025, weighing 6 1bs. 13 oz. and measuring
20 inches.
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lllegal Aliens
(continued from page 1)

After the driver showed him a Maine-issued commercial
license, Crews determined that he was a U.S. citizen. During
his interaction with the driver, he observed that the passengers,
whom he had previously noted as suspicious, appeared increas-
ingly nervous.

One passenger, identified as Alfredo Gonzalez-Pelaez, handed
Crews a Mexican consular ID card, while the other, Isidro Gon-
zales-Pelaez, claimed that he left his ID at home.

Crews ordered the driver to wait and told the passengers in
Spanish to exit their vehicle. Alfredo attempted to tell Crews, in
poor English, that they were U.S. citizens, but, according to court
documents, he appeared shaky when speaking.

The Border Patrol agent warned them to tell the truth, and Al-
fredo reportedly admitted that they had illegally crossed into the
U.S. via the Tijuana/California border and that they had been liv-
ing and working in Maine without any immigration documents.

Crews took both men into custody, and they were transported
to the Border Patrol station in Calais for processing.

Agents took the suspect’s fingerprints digitally and reportedly
determined that Alfredo had previously been deported from
California in 2012 and had been convicted of entry without
inspection.

Isidoro’s fingerprinting reportedly revealed that he had been
previously deported in 2006 from Texas and had also been con-
victed of entry without inspection.

The criminal complaint did not name the company found to
be employing or contracting labor to illegal immigrants and
gave no indication that the business would be investigated for
the practice.

This story was originally published by The Maine Wire on Nov.
26, 2025. Written by Seamus Othot.

Young Baker
(continued from page 1)

What may surprise people is just how long Cora has been plan-
ning. She says she started working on her business idea at the
age of six — and her ambitions are already impressive. Someday,
she hopes to open her own bakery with both indoor and outdoor
seating, a place where dogs can safely play, “kind of like a dog
park,” while dogs and their owners can enjoy her baked goods.

She also carries with her some wise guidance from her grand-
mother: “Don’t bite off more than you can chew,” advice Cora
says reminds her not to overwhelm herself as she grows her
business.

Bark’s Bakery treats can now be purchased locally at Calais
Ace Homecenter. “We were in Ace, and I told Ryan [Case] about
my dog treats,” Cora said. “I gave him a bag for his dogs, and he
offered to let me sell them there.”

Seeing her treats on the shelves has been exciting, but a little
nerve-wracking, too. Cora admits she was nervous at first to find
out what people would think, but she has already had to restock
inventory. Next on her list is possibly creating a Facebook page
to share new items, updates, and ordering options.

Her advice for other kids thinking about starting a business is
simple but solid: start small, and don’t overwhelm yourself, and,
of course, she reminds everyone, “You should always treat dogs
respectfully.”

- Clark and Son
i?'s Plumbing

Residential Service
Owned and Operated by Ben Clark

PIPE INSPEGTION
& LOCATION SYSTEM

Our CAMERA SYSTEM is an affordable solution for all your clogs.

IN-LINE INSPECTION
PREVENTATIVE MAINTENANCE
SEWER AND DRAIN LINES
SEPTIC TANKS and MUCH MORE

(@] WE HAVE GouLDs PUMPS |@

Full range of sizes & models * Residential, irrigation and farm service
BUILT TOUGH FOR CONTINUOUS OPERATION AND LIFE LONG

Our Power Drain Cleaning Equipment can clear
drainage problems such as blockages, roots and more!

207-454-7597 * aeplumb2@yahoo.com

16 Beech Street, Calais, Maine
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Baileyville Medical Center Open House

On Rural Health Day, November 20, Baileyville Medical Center held an Open House so guests could
explore the new facility, meet the team and learn about the services offered. (CCH photo)

Drive Sober or Get Pulled Over: Deterring
Drunk Driving This Winter Holiday Season

From December 10, 2025, through January 1, 2026, the Maine Bureau of Highway Safety, in coordi-
nation with the U.S. Department of Transportation’s National Highway Traffic Safety Administration
and law enforcement agencies across Maine, will intensify efforts to stop impaired driving and protect
the traveling public. This initiative supports the national winter holiday high-visibility enforcement
campaign, Drive Sober or Get Pulled Over.

As with other festive seasons, the winter holidays are a time when alcohol-impaired-driving crashes
and fatalities increase. During the 2022-2023 holiday season, there were seven fatal crashes involving
alcohol impairment, which resulted in 11 fatalities.

“Driving impaired is illegal, dangerous, and never acceptable,” said Highway Safety Coordinator
John Roma. “Law enforcement officers across Maine will be out in full force to stop impaired drivers
and keep our roads safe. We urge everyone to make responsible choices and help protect themselves
and others throughout the winter holiday season. Drunk driving crashes are preventable when road
safety is a priority for all.”

The Maine Bureau of Highway Safety Director Lauren Stewart reminds drivers to plan ahead if they
intend to consume impairing food or drink. Stewart says, “If you feel different, you drive different.”
Do not wait until after consuming to figure out how to get home — impairment affects judgment and
decision-making. Before heading out, secure a designated sober driver or arrange a taxi or rideshare.

If you find yourself unable to drive, give your keys to a sober driver who can get you home safely.
If a friend has been drinking and plans to drive, step in — take their keys and help them arrange a
sober ride. Anyone who sees a suspected impaired driver should contact local law enforcement im-
mediately or dial 911.

For more information on the risks of Impaired Driving, please visit https://www.maine.gov/dps/
bhs.

JOHN (JACK) F.
BARNICLE, ESQ

Now Serving Washington County

John (Jack) F. Barnicle, Esq. is pleased to announce the
opening of his law office in Eastport, Maine.

A new Eastport resident, Jack provides trusted legal counsel in:
Personal Injury & Accident Cases * Contested Family Law & Divorce
Business Formation & Representation « Real Estate & Civil Litigation

Jack looks forward to assisting clients across Washington County
with results-driven, client-focused legal representation.

MONCURE &
BARNICLE

ATTORMNEYS AT

207-751-3645
jbarnicle@mb-law.com

LA
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Mainers Can Now Renew
REAL IDs Online

More than 70,000 REAL ID driver’s licenses are due for re-
newal in the next year, Maine Secretary of State Shenna Bellows
said in a press conference announcing the state’s new online re-
newal portal Nov. 18. With this new online REAL ID service, most
Maine residents with an expiring REAL ID will no longer need to
visit their local BMV branch to renew their identification. AAA
branches can now also help Mainers renew their REAL ID.

Customers who are up for renewal in the coming weeks should
check out the online services at the Secretary of State’s website,
and can cancel an existing in-person appointment if they have
one through the cancellation instructions in their appointment
confirmation email or text, so that their reserved time will be
made available to someone who may need it.

“If you are planning to travel by plane over the winter holidays
and need to renew your REAL ID or obtain one for the first time,
we urge you not to wait — go online or visit your local BMV
soon,” said Cathie Curtis, the deputy secretary of State for Bureau
of Motor Vehicles. “We have seen record-breaking number of
customers visiting our offices since early summer, and we hope

National Mutt Day was
December 2nd!
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that launching the ability to renew your REAL ID online at this
time will help ensure that everyone who needs a REAL ID to
travel this winter has the option to get one.”

As of May 7, 2025, travelers are required to present a state-
issued REAL ID, passport/passport card, or other TSA-compliant
identification to fly commercially as well as to enter select federal
facilities.

Maine residents with an active non-commercial license, motor-
cycle license, motor-driven cycle restricted license, or a Maine ID
card — now including REAL ID — may use the online service
at https://apps1.web.maine.gov/online/bmv/dlr_v2/ to process a
renewal or replacement of their driver’s license or ID card. You
will need to know your Social Security number and provide a
valid credit card to complete the online transaction.

bridging culture, commerce and community

CALAIS POLICE
DEPARTMENT
312 North Street, Calais
Business Line: 207-454-2752
Non-Emergencies/Dispatch: 1-800-432-7303

The Calais Advertiser Letters Policy: Letters to the
Editor: We reserve the right to publish or not publish a letter. You must be a
paid subscriber — print or digital. We may edit for taste, clarity, and length.
Letters that are potentially libelous, slanderous, or written with harmful intent
will be rejected. We do not publish form letters, petitions, quotations, or

CBw[eymﬂo
anonymous letters. Please limit letters to roughly 300 words, and send by % @

email to letters@calais.news, by fax to 207-454-3458, or by mail to The
Calais Advertiser, 23 Church Street, Calais, Maine 04619. We prefer letters
that beget letters — that offer sound opinions on current events, editorials

BAILEYVILLE POLICE
DEPARTMENT

63 Broadway, Baileyville
Business Line: 207-427-6203

Non-Emergencies/Dispatch: 207-427-6992

on the community, city, state, and federal matters. Please include your full
address and phone number; however, your address and phone number
will not be included iffwhen published.
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Well, with the Thanksgiving
holiday last week, and with
Christmas and Hanukkah com-
ing right up, we’re in the full
swing of the holiday season
already. I know that Maine
people are looking forward
to enjoying time with friends
and family this time of year.
I am as well. But hey, if you
haven't finished your holiday
shopping yet — and you'd be
pretty much ahead of the game
if you have — or if you're a bit
of a last-minute shopper like |
am, [ want to take the opportu-
nity to encourage you to shop
local this holiday season here
in Maine.

Maine is home to more than
150,000 small businesses.
That’s 99% of all businesses
in our state. Many of them
are retail businesses that sell
local Maine-made products,
and these businesses and their
producers are the cornerstones
of our downtowns, the employ-
ers of our friends and family

members, and a big driver of
our economy. They need your
business. I guarantee you, no
matter who you're shopping
for, you can find the perfect gift
made right here in Maine and
sold right here in Maine.

And if you need a little in-
spiration or information, our
state's Maine Made program is
a great place to start. All you
have to do is visit MaineMade.
com. That's MaineMade.com.

From work boots and out-
door accessories at Trader
Joe’s Outfitters in Presque
Isle — not the grocery store
chain — to handmade flower
arrangements at Fiddleheads
in Cape Elizabeth, to sundries
at the 5&10 General Store in
Winter Harbor, to a knitting
and wine shop rolled into one
at Fiber & Vine in Norway, to
sneakers at New Balance in
Skowhegan, all kinds of great
things are produced right here
in Maine.

And did I mention Raye’s

Mustards in Eastport? Or Marin
skincare products developed
right at our university research
labs? Our online MaineMade.
com guide is a good resource
for you to find local products
that are made and sold all
across our state. Check it out!

It may be tempting to go for
convenience over craftsman-
ship this holiday season, but
our gift guide will help you find
some pretty meaningful and
interesting gifts. Something for
everybody.

Personally, I'm going to be
visiting some of my favorite
independent bookstores to find
the perfect books for friends.
Sherman's up and down the
coast, the Briar Patch in Ban-
gor, Devaney Doak & Garrett in
Farmington — all great places
to find special books for special
people. I also plan to go to the
Coastal Maine Botanical Gar-
dens to see their holiday light
show, Gardens Aglow, and do
some shopping in Boothbay

Harbor, and maybe Ogunquit,
and maybe Kennebunkport.

And TI’ll probably stop by
Reny's in my hometown of
Farmington to find, well, al-
most anything.

When you buy local, you'll
make somebody you care for
feel special with a unique gift.
You'll also support Maine's
small businesses and the thou-
sands of people they employ,
and you'll strengthen our econ-
omy. You’ll be helping people
who make these things, and
helping their communities re-
main vibrant as well.

I hope you’ll join me in sup-
porting Maine’s small busi-
nesses this year.

And as always, be sure to
check on your neighbors and be
kind to one another this season
and every season.

This is Governor Janet Mills
wishing you a happy, healthy
holiday season.
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BY JONATHAN REISMAN

Opinion

Al Anxiety: Innovation and Creative Destruction

Artificial Intelligence (Al) is much in the news these
days as an innovation that will enhance productivity
across the board while causing significant disruption
and resource reallocation decisions in labor markets.
Al requires significant increases in electricity gen-
eration for data centers — increases that the climate
alarmists have previously worked assiduously to pre-
vent. The promise of Al is so alluring that the climate
alarmists have partially recanted their apocalyptic
narrative, and all manner of electric generation is be-
ing welcomed or at least considered — nuclear, coal,
natural gas, solar, and wind. Thirty years of climatista
policies to raise the price of energy and ration its use
were unceremoniously dumped in favor of Al cheer-
leading. Competition with China is often dragged out
as a reason we must go full steam ahead.

Creative Destruction is the economic analysis of in-
novation developed by Austrian-American economist
Joseph Schumpeter. Two of his intellectual heirs won
the Economics Nobel Prize this year for their work on
the causes and consequences of innovation. Creative
Destruction holds that technological innovation (like

industrialization, oil and gas use, the internet, and now
Al) disrupts paradigms and systems, causing massive
resource reallocations from “old” (destruction) sectors
to “new” (creation). Innovation causes both growth
and chaos. Growth potential stirs entrepreneurial and
political spirits and optimism. Chaos potential stirs
anxiety.

Al has the potential to enhance productivity across
the board. That includes cyber warfare, cyber hacking,
and identity theft, but also cybersecurity. Al also has
the potential to enhance innovation itself — by direct-
ing research and development strategies and initiatives
and applying brute force data analysis. President
Trump just signed an executive order to harness Al
innovation for national security, health care, energy,
and medical research. Innovation causes both growth
and chaos. Al can multiply all three — innovation,
growth, and chaos.

Al anxiety is likely to increase as creative destruc-
tion layoffs spread across the economy. Al can be
both a substitute for human labor (destruction/chaos)
and/or a complement (creation/growth). Being an

Eadio delucss

Al complement as opposed to a substitute is likely
the best strategy to avoid innovation irrelevance and
unsustainability. Easy enough to state in general, but
hard to implement in practice.

Consider the task of producing a weekly opinion/
politics/policy column. I could explicitly use Al to
research facts and data. This is using Al as a comple-
ment to enhance productivity. Or my publisher could
use Al to produce the column. After a few iterations/
model training/corrections, Al-generated Freedom
Studies might be quite good, without the human foibles
and drama. There is no rational reason to be anxious
about SkyNet.

Jon Reisman is an economist and policy analyst
who retired from the University of Maine at Machias
after 38 years. He resides on Cathance Lake in
Cooper, where he is a Statler and Waldorf intern.
Mpr. Reisman's views are his own, and he welcomes
comments as letters to the editor here or to him
directly via email at jreisman@maine.edu.

Maine Republicans Can’t Afford to Fall Prey to Our Own Echo Chamber

Lauren LePage

For too long, American
politics has drifted toward
tribalism. Democrats talk to
Democrats, Republicans talk to
Republicans. Look no further
than the successful election of
Jay Jones as Attorney General
in Virginia. His vile remarks
calling for political violence
against a Republican lawmaker
were met with electoral suc-
cess. This is a wake-up call for
those of us in blue states. We
must build coalitions broader
than our own echo chamber if
we want to win.

Independents are the voters
who actually decide elections
in Maine, and often, they are
left wondering whether or not
we see the issues they care
about. They are tired of parti-
san outrage. They want relief.

As Republicans, we believe in
lower taxes, responsible spend-
ing, ridding government waste,
and working for the taxpayer.
If we want to win statewide,
we have to make our case in
a way that resonates with a
broader coalition. People are
feeling the squeeze of Maine’s
affordability crisis, which lies
squarely at the feet of Maine
Democrats who have been in
power for almost eight years.
Ask any Mainer their num-
ber one issue, regardless of
political affiliation: Everything
costs too much. Electricity
rates are high, property taxes
are skyrocketing, housing
costs are driving generations
out of home ownership, and
health insurance premiums
are headed for double-digit
increases. This didn’t happen
by accident. The affordability

crisis is the direct result of
policies pushed by Maine’s
liberal elite.

Take electricity. Instead of
focusing on affordable power
sources, Democrats doubled
down on green mandates that
punish ratepayers and reward
special interest groups. The
result? Soaring electricity
bills that are completely un-
affordable for most Maine
families, especially those in
rural Maine.

Health insurance? Augusta
has layered regulation upon
regulation, driving insurers
out of the market and leaving
families with fewer choices at
higher prices. Maine doesn’t
need more bureaucracy. It
needs competition, flexibil-
ity, and radical transparency.
Patients should come before
politics, always.

Optnicn

Property taxes are a crisis.
The public school system is
costing more year after year,
but test scores are plummeting.
More money, worse results.
Can you imagine getting paid
more for producing less?

And housing, the most heart-
breaking for younger Mainers.
Democrats are imposing non-
sensical green mandates that
have increased the costs of
building dramatically. Young
families can’t buy homes,
seniors can’t downsize, and
workers can’t live near their
jobs. Unless we address the
underlying cost of housing,
the dream of owning a home
will be shattered for genera-
tions.

If we don’t win in Novem-
ber, we won’t win again. Even
worse, we won'’t be able to fix
the cultural issues plaguing

our state. Extreme woke-ness
is destroying institutions.
However, the vast majority of
voters won’t cast their ballot
on these issues. They will vote
with their wallets. We need to
meet voters where they are at:
Affordability.

Most of the conservative
dialogue on social media is not
aimed at winning elections.
It’s aimed at preaching to the
choir. We celebrate social me-
dia reactions, viral videos, and
confuse likes with persuasion.
I’ve worked in Maine politics
for 15 years, and if there’s one
lesson worth repeating, it’s
this: social media outrage does
not translate to votes on Elec-
tion Day. If we want to win,
the messaging battle starts
now — even in the midst of
competitive primaries.

(continued on page 9)

Golden, Bipartisan Group of Congressmen Call for Release of Fuel Assistance

Editor s Note: Last week, Reps. Jared Golden, Mike

Lawler (NY-17), and Chris Pappas (NH-1) called on
United States Health and Human Services Secretary
Robert F. Kennedy Jr. to release funds for fuel as-
sistance through the Low Income Heating Assistance
Program (LIHEAP). Their letter follows.

Dear Secretary Kennedy,

As the federal government resumes the administra-
tion of essential programs, we write to you regarding
the Low-Income Home Energy Assistance Program
(LIHEAP). We appreciate the agency’s notification
that LIHEAP funds should be received by LIHEAP
recipients by the end of the month, especially as parts
of the country begin to experience colder weather and
temperatures below freezing. It is vital that LIHEAP
funds are delivered as quickly as possible to the nearly
six million households that rely on this assistance.

As you know, states typically receive their LIHEAP
allocations in early November following the beginning
of the fiscal year in October. This four-week delay be-
tween appropriation to the Department of Health and
Human Services (HHS) and disbursement to states is
usually attributed to the amount of time it takes HHS
to calculate each state’s apportionment of LIHEAP

funding. Given that the heating season has already
started in many parts of the country, we agree that there
is no time to waste. If the HHS does not marshal all
available resources to get LIHEAP funds out the door,
it risks putting households across the U.S. in jeopardy
of not receiving heating assistance in time.

The risk is especially great for households that rely
on home heating oil or propane to warm their homes.
While many states include moratoriums on utility
shutoffs during winter months, they cannot require in-
dependent heating oil or propane suppliers to continue
deliveries without payment before or upon delivery.

In the agency’s notification to LIHEAP Grant re-
cipients and stakeholders, HHS noted that the Office
of Community Services’ (OCS) would use special
authority to release the funds. Should the agency re-
quire additional action from Congress to ensure these
funds are disbursed expeditiously, we request that you
notify us without delay.

Additionally, we request that HHS take the follow-
ing actions:

Continue to carry out all necessary steps to ac-
celerate the typical four-week timeline for LIHEAP
disbursement.

Tap additional staff as needed to ensure that funds

are disbursed rapidly.

Maintain regular contact with LIHEAP recipients
about expected timelines for release of funds and any
estimated delays as soon as possible.

If disbursement is expected to be delayed past
November 30, 2025, as indicated by the agency, we
request that HHS immediately distribute an initial,
upfront portion of LIHEAP funds to all states to allow
households to receive benefits as soon as possible,
followed by the disbursement of remaining funds no
later than December 10.

We continue to have serious concerns about the
LIHEAP program’s capacity to operate effectively
without dedicated staff. We urge you to ensure that
necessary personnel and resources are in place to sup-
port LIHEAP's continued success.

We urge you to do everything possible to distribute
LIHEAP funds to states and families without delay.
With home heating costs expected to rise faster than
inflation this winter, families should not have to choose
between staying warm and other essential items like
food, medication, or rent. We appreciate your attention
on this urgent matter and stand ready to support the
agency in assisting the American people.
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Jayna Smith - jayna@calais.news

The Lioness Christmas Pa-
rade will take place this Friday
evening, December 5, begin-
ning at 6 p.m. The parade will
start near South Street, travel
along Main Street, and con-
clude at Union Street. This
year’s Grand Marshals are the
dedicated volunteers of the
Irene Chadbourne Ecumenical
Food Pantry, who will lead the
procession in a vehicle generously provided by Pratt.

Wabanaki Culture Center, 39 Union Street, invites the
community to the 3rd Annual Wabanaki Winter Market this
Friday, December 5, from 4 to 8 p.m. Visitors can shop for
unique handmade items, enjoy delicious baked goods, and
experience the warmth of Wabanaki culture during the holi-
day season. The market once again falls on parade night and
coincides with Moonlight Madness events happening across
town. For more information, contact Lynn Mitchell at (207)
454-2126.

On Saturday, December 6, St. Anne’s Episcopal Church at
29 Church Street will host its annual cookie sale from 8 to
11 a.m., or until everything is sold out. Boxes of delicious
homemade cookies will be ready to take home for just $10.

Also on Saturday, December 6, the Calais Fire Association
will welcome families to its beloved Christmas Party with
Santa from 9 a.m. to noon.

Mingo’s Tree Farm at 405 Shattuck Road will celebrate
its 23rd annual Family Day on Saturday, December 6, from
10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Guests can warm up by the fire with hot
chocolate, explore the tree maze, play games, and take part
in a festive scavenger hunt. Pre-cut Christmas trees will be
available, or families can head into the fields to find and cut
their own perfect tree.

The Calais Free Library will host its annual adult craft
night on Friday, December 12. This popular event typically
fills up quickly. For details or to register, call the library at
207-454-2758.

Send me your news, your shout-outs for good deeds done,
or your well wishes to give, and I’ll be sure to share them
here. Until next week, I hope you stay well, stay safe, and
be happy.

Dr. Karen J.
Delaney

254 South Street, Calais
(207) 454-2350

S

imited-Time Special Offer!
Oral Sedation for Only $99

1
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1
1
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Don't let dental anxiety keep you from the care :
you deserve. For a limited time only, our :
$99 Oral Sedation option makes it easy to 1
relax in comfort while we care for your smile.* |
:

1

1

*Clip this coupon to receive the offer.
Available for new and existing patients.
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Woodland Student Seeks Community Input
for Upcoming Business Idea

Jayna Smith
jayna@calais.news

Woodland High School ju-
nior Ethan Barnett is taking
his first steps into the world of
entrepreneurship through the
school’s JMG program, and
he’s asking the community to
help shape his business idea.

Barnett recently launched
a survey (available at tinyurl.
com/JMGsurvey) to help him
learn what services or products
local residents would find use-
ful or enjoyable. He said the
goal is to “get an idea on what
the community might be look-
ing for in a business and what
might sound like a fun service I
can provide,” and it’s all stem-
ming from The Money Makers
Showdown, presented to JMG
students.

The Money Makers Show-
down gives the students tools,
mentorship, and a stage to bring
their business idea to fruition.
Over nine months, the students
will learn from entrepreneurs
and business leaders, while
developing their own business
plan and finally pitching their
idea to a panel of judges, much

like the television show “Shark
Tank.”

Barnett has been brainstorm-
ing several possible business
ventures. His top ideas include
crafting wooden ornaments or
other small handmade items,
offering guided hiking experi-
ences for those who are new
to the activity, and providing
window-washing services for
homes and vehicles.

“Ornaments or wood cre-
ations would be handmade
things people might like to buy
to decorate,” Barnett explained.
“A hiking advisor would help
people who might not hike that
often get into hiking or experi-
ence it, and window washing
is important for vehicles and
sometimes house windows
tend to get dirty and need to be
cleaned.”

Barnett said he joined the
JMG business showdown be-
cause it sounded enjoyable
and offered a valuable learning
opportunity. “I have learned
so far that a business can be
many different things,” he said.
“It could range from some-
thing like selling cool wooden
spoons to something like a food

business. [ hope that I can learn
some skills and maybe try to
have my own business.”

While Barnett has long been
interested in owning a business,
he noted he never knew where
to begin. Now, with support
from his teacher, Ms. Brittany
Goding, and mentors in the
program, he feels encouraged
to work toward that goal.

Barnett expressed his appre-
ciation to those who take the
time to complete his survey
and offer feedback. The com-
munity’s input, he said, will
help guide his next steps as he
prepares for the competition.

The Money Makers Show-
down is made possible by IMG,
Junior Achievement, Machias
Savings Bank, Maine Street
Business Building, and Wash-
ington County Community
College.

Barnett said the survey is
quick and easy to complete, and
he appreciates anyone willing
to take a moment to share their
thoughts. The link is available
at tinyurl.com/JMGsurvey, and
community feedback will play
an important role in helping
him shape his business idea.

WES
Students
Make
Thanksgiving
Dinner

Last Tuesday, Mrs. Cook’s sec-
ond graders celebrated Friends-
giving. They worked together to
set up their room; made turkey,
pumpkin pie, mashed potatoes,
gravy, and corn; and enjoyed
their meals with rolls and but-
ter that they churned them-
selves that morning. Before they
dug in, they recited this toast:
“There are good ships and there
are wood ships, the ships that
sail the seas, but the best ships
are friendships, and may they
always be!” (WES photo)

STREAMING LIVE!

Free at WQDY.FM,
the WQDY app and
your smart speaker!

207-354-1945
201-235-4652

Like us on Facebook

:BORDER

GOUNTRY 102.3

WCRQ FM

www.wady.fm/werq

CA000000378
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FOOD
DISTRIBUTION

Irene Chadbourne Ecumeni-
cal Food Pantry, 513 Main St.,
Calais: Mondays: 3 - 5 p.m.;
Thursdays: 10 - noon; Fridays:
1-3pm.

First Thursday of the month:
Free luncheon for seniors 65
and older, Church of the Open
Bible, 1222 Airline Road, Al-
exander, noon.

ARTS & EXHIBITS

Mondays

Monday Night Music Circle,
Cobscook Institute, 6 to 8:30
p.m. Bring an instrument or
your voice, or just come to
listen. Join online or in person.
FMI, 207-733-2233.

Tuesdays

Knitting group, Pembroke
Library, 10:30 a.m. Bring a
lunch and a project to work
on.

Wednesdays

First Wednesday of the
month: Chat n’ Sew, Woodland
Baptist Church, Baileyville, 11
a.m. to about noon. Business
meeting 1-3 p.m. FMI, stcro-
ixquilters.com.

Wednesday Morning Knit-
ters at the Calais Free Library,
10-noon, 2nd & 4th Wednes-
days of each month. All skill
levels welcome. FMI: 207
454-2758.

Third Wednesday of the
month: Chat n” Sew/Workshop,
Woodland Baptist Church, Bai-
leyville, 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. FMI,
stcroixquilters.com.

Wednesdays, 2:30 p.m., Art-
ful Conversations (online), a
weekly Zoom chat about art
and artists. Register to join
at www.eastportgallery.com/
artful-conversations.

Thursdays

Chancel Choir rehearsals,
choir room of parish hall in
Dennysville, 3:15 p.m. Den-
nysville Choir will assemble at
4 p.m. in the main room of the
parish hall. FMI, 796 3905.

Thursdays, 3:30-4:30 p.m.,
World and Contemporary
Dance Group, Eastport Arts
Center. All welcome; $5/per-
son donation appreciated.

Thursdays, 5-6 p.m., Just
Dance, freestyle dance group,
Eastport Arts Center. All wel-
come; $5/person donation ap-
preciated.

Saturdays

Every third Saturday of the
month, Nature Walk, Moose-
horn NWR, Baring, 9-11:30
a.m. FMI, 207-904-7023.

Sundays

Sundays, 1-2 p.m., Tai Chi
with Valerie Michael, for older
teens and adults, Eastport Arts
Center. $5 to $15 donation per
class, no one will be turned
away for lack of funds.

Supeqi Ehpicik Drum group

meets at the Woluhke Center,
Pleasant Point, 2 to 4 p.m.

BINGO

Sundays

Lubec American Legion Post
65, 500 County Rd., Lubec,
2 p.m., doors open at 1 p.m.
Refreshments available. Must
be 18 to attend.

Mondays

Knights of Columbus, Coun-
cil 149, 3 Park St., Calais. 6
p.m., doors open at 4 p.m.

American Legion Post 59, 92
Front St., Pembroke, through
December, 6 p.m., doors open
at 5 p.m.

Tuesdays

American Legion Post W.T.
Wren Unit 23, 98 Main St., Bai-
leyville, 6 p.m., doors open at 4
p-m. Concessions available.

Sundays

Spednic Club, 6 3rd Ave., Bai-
leyville. 4 p.m., doors open at 2
p-m. Refreshments available.

KIDS’ EVENTS

Tuesdays

Calais Area Playgroup, Main
Street Memorial Park, Calais,
10 a.m. FMI, call or text 207-
263 5270.

Thursdays

Calais Free Library Home-
school Thursdays from noon to
2 p.m., elementary age and up,
FMI: 207 454-2758.

Fridays

Wiggles and Giggles for kids
up to age 5, Calais Free Li-
brary, 10:30-11:30 a.m. Story,
songs, craft, and playtime.
FMI, 207-454-2758.

Saturdays

First Saturday of the month,
Lego Saturday, Calais Free Li-
brary, 10:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.
Legos are supplied. Ages 5 and
up. FMI, 207-454-2758.

Third Saturday of the month,
4-H club, Calais Free Library,
10:30 a.m. to noon. All ages
welcome. FMI, 207-454-
2758.

Sundays

Music and Movement,
Woodland Elem. School, 1-2
p.m. for ages 2-4.

Please join us in song to
help celebrate the birth of
our King! Rehearsals at Bible
Island, Sunday mornings at
Dennysville-Edmunds Congre-
gational Church, 10to 11 a.m.
Presentation date is Dec. 21 at
11 a.m. All ages welcome!

SUPPORT GROUPS

Sundays

AA Meeting: Downeast
Group, Downeast Recovery
Support Center, 11 Free St.,
Machias, 7 p.m.

AA Meeting: Head of the
Tide Group, Grace Christian
Church, 10 Leighton Point
Road, Pembroke, 7:30 p.m.

Mondays

E-mail calendar items to events@calais.news by 8 a.m. Tuesday to be included in that week’s edition.
Yard sales/benefits need to be paid ads, as do town and other such notices.

Sunrise Opportunities Pre-
vention Council’s Parenting
in Recovery Support Group,
11:30 a.m. via Zoom. Learn
how substance abuse impacts
parenting and focus on repair-
ing and restoring your relation-
ships. FMI, 207-263-5270.

AA Meeting: Alcoholics
Only Group, Personal Resi-
dence, 90 Boardman St., Cal-
ais, 7 p.m.

AA Meeting: Milbridge
Group, Congregational
Church, 10 Bridge St., Mil-
bridge, 7 p.m.

AA/NA meetings, Woluh-
ke Center, Pleasant Point, 6
p.m.

Tuesdays

TOPS (Take Off Pounds
Sensibly) 228 Baileyville,
Baileyville Municipal Build-
ing, 9 a.m. All are welcome.

Addiction Recovery Meet-
ing, St. Croix Valley Calvary
Chapel, 658 Main St., Calais,
6 p.m. FMI, Jason Olsson,
857-452-8258.

Parenting in Recovery Sup-
port Group, Downeast Recov-
ery Support Center, 311 Main
St., Calais, 12-1 p.m. FMI,
207-255-8273.

AA Meeting: Crossroads
Big Book Meeting, Grace
Chapel, 10 Leighton Point
Road, Pembroke, 7 p.m.

AA Meeting: Indian Town-
ship Meeting, Indian Town-
ship Meal Site, 8 Kennebasis
Road, Indian Township, 7
p.m.

Wednesdays

Parenting in Recovery Sup-
port Group, Downeast Recov-
ery Support Center, 11 Free
St., Machias. 12-1 p.m. FMI,
207-255-8273.

AA Meeting: Pleasant River
Group, Faith United Meth-
odist Church, 444 US Rt. 1,
Columbia, 7 p.m.

AA Meeting: Brown Bag
Meeting, Calais United Meth-
odist Church, 849 Main St.,
Calais, noon.

Thursdays

AA Meeting: Machias Val-
ley Group, St. Aidan’s Church,
72 Dublin St., Machias, 7

p.m.
AA Meeting: Bridge of
Friendship Group, St. Croix
Historical Society, 527 Main
St., Calais, 7 p.m.
Thursdays, Group called
Kikihtasultine (let’s heal to-
gether), 6 to 7 p.m., Woluhke
Center, Pleasant Point.
Fridays
AA Meeting: Eastport Step
Meeting, Senior Center, 9
Boynton St., Eastport, 5:30

.m.
AA Meeting: Keep it Simple
Group, Passamaquoddy Health
Center, 401 Peter Dana Point
Road, Princeton, 7 p.m.

AA Meeting: Downeast
Group, Downeast Recovery
Support Center, 11 Free St.,
Machias, 7 p.m.

Saturdays

AA Meeting: Buy Time
Women’s Group, Downeast
Recovery Support Center, 11
Free St., Machias, 10 a.m.

AA Meeting: Women’s
Meeting, St. Aidan’s Church,
72 Dublin St., Machias, 10
a.m.

AA Meeting: Moosebec
Group, St. Aidan’s Episcopal
Mission, 36 Dublin St., Ma-
chias, 7 p.m.

MEETINGS

Mondays

Third Monday of the month,
American Legion Post 23,
Main St., Baileyville, 6 p.m.
All veterans welcome. FMI,
Commander Kenny Young,
207-427-9058.

Wednesdays

Free coffee and doughnuts,
Pembroke American Legion,
8-10 a.m. Public is welcome.

Second Wednesday of the
month, American Legion Cob-
scook Post 59, along with
Sons of the Legion and Aux-
iliary, 6 p.m. Potluck begins
at 5 p.m.

Third Wednesday of the
month from April - Dec.: St.
Croix International Garden
Club meets and welcomes
new members of any garden-
ing skill to tour gardens and
learn skills from others. FMI:
454-3696.

Thursdays

First Thursday of the month,
Veterans of Foreign Wars, Boyd
Smith Mitchell Memorial Post
9779, Calais Veterans Center,
255 Main St., Calais, 6 p.m.

Third Thursday of the month,
Calais American Legion meet-
ing, Calais Veterans Center,
255 Main St., Calais, 6 p.m.
All veterans welcome. FMI,
Commander Dennis Brown,
207- 214-4410.

Saturdays

Men’s Ecumenical Break-
fast and Bible Study Fellow-
ship, Woodland Christian Fel-
lowship (formerly Woodland
Baptist Church), 8:30 a.m.

OTHER EVENTS

Free Tech Support with
recTuesdays and Thursdays,
Social Security Administra-
tion Satellite Service, Calais
Free Library, 10 a.m. to noon.
No appointment required, just
walk in. FMI, 207-454-2758.

Saturdays, New to You, the
Christ Church in Eastport thrift
store, open 11 a.m. to 3 p.m.

December 5, 6, & 7: 9th
Annual Wesley’s Tree Festi-
val, University of Maine at
Machias Reynolds Athletic
Center. 12/5 4 to 8 p.m., 12/6
10 a.m. to 6 p.m., 12/7 10 a.m.
to 3 p.m.

December 5: Lioness Christ-
mas Parade, 6 p.m. FMI and
application, email calaisriv-
erview@gmail.com.

December 6: Cookie sale,
St. Anne’s Episcopal Church
29 Church St., Calais, 8-11
a.m. Price:$10. All cookies are
pre-boxed.

December 6: 23rd Annual
Family Day at Mingo’s, Shat-
tuck Road, Calais, 10 a.m. to
5 p.m. Lots of activities.

December 6: Pembroke
Elem. PTC presents their
Christmas Craft Fair, 9 a.m. to
1 p.m. Raffle, food & gifts.

December 6: Baileyville
Christmas Parade, 5 p.m.
FMI, Jamie Bohanon, 207-
214-3349.

December 6: Kids Christmas
Party hosted by the Calais Fire
Association, 9 a.m. to noon.

December 6: DECU Aux-
iliary’s Holiday Craft Fair, 9
a.m. - 2 p.m., Rose M. Gaffney
School, Machias. Proceeds
benefit the scholarship fund
and the DECH Light a Life
initiative.

December 7: Princeton Parks
& Rec and Fire Station Tree
Lighting, 6 p.m.

Calais American Legion meet & greet has

been re-scheduled to Dec. 10, 6 p.m. at
Fitzgerald’s Tavern, Calais.

Calais Police Report for

November

Submitted by Chief David Randall

November 10 - Female, 46, Calais, summonsed for Unlawful

Possession of Scheduled Drugs.

November 18 - Male, 26, Baileyville, arrested on OUI

(Drugs).

Baileyville Police Report for

November

Submitted by Sgt. Matt Vinson

November 7 - Francis Lawless, 28, of Baring, was arrested and
charged with Operating after Suspension.

November 12 - John Lawless, 35, of Baring, was arrested and
charged with Theft, Eluding a Police Officer, and Driving to

Endanger.

November 26 - Victor Mahar, 25, of Waite, was arrested and
charged with Assault and Violation of Conditions of Release

(Bail).

The Baileyville Police Department had 141 calls for service in

the month of November.

Need your event listed in our calendar?
E-mail us, events@calais.news
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Kingfish Maine Future May Hinge on
Legislative Approval

Nancy Beal

A newly erected sign on
Route 187 in Jonesport, a bit
north of Greenwood Cemetery,
announcing that Kingfish Com-
pany is coming, lends hope
to its supporters but promises
no start date. The company, a
subsidiary of its parent plant in
the Netherlands, plans to use 94
acres on Chandler Bay to putin
a $100 million land-based fish

farm to raise finfish known as
yellowtail for the American
table.

From its introductory days
in late 2019, Kingfish has pro-
voked opposition from groups
affiliated with the owners of
the Roque Island archipelago
located across the bay from the
Kingfish site. After nine meet-
ings with the town's planning
board (many held in the high
school gym because of the doz-

Beals Selectmen Wrestle with

Nancy Beal

In their regular biweekly
meeting Nov. 25, Beals se-
lectmen tackled the problem
presented to all county towns
within the past two months:
paying its share of Washington
County’s tax anticipation note
(TAN) with Machias Savings
Bank. That share is $185,070
and must be paid to the county

by Dec. 31. Paying towns are
relieved of paying future inter-
est on any unpaid portion of the
TAN’s principal.

Four options were discussed:
#1 — taking no action and ad-
dressing the matter at town
meeting next March; #2 — bor-
rowing the amount from a bank
and repaying with interest over
a period of years; #3 — paying
the amount from “undesignated

ens of participants and onlook-
ers) and two board of appeals
sessions, the town finally gave
approval in November 2022.
That was not the end of legal
wrangling, however. Kingfish
faced several legal challenges
to licenses granted by the state,
prevailing in them all. One
more is still under consider-
ation, however: a request by
Roque Island-affiliated Eastern
Maine Conservation Initiative

Town’s Share of County Debt

funds” or surplus, leaving the
town with insufficient funds to
meet financial obligations from
Jan. 1, 2026 until 2026 taxes
start to come in (late summer);
or #4 — asking voters to allow
the selectmen and treasurer to
borrow unexpended funds in
certain categories. The fourth
option, the board said, could
affect the town’s ability to pay
its bills until 2026 tax money

New Bluebird on the Rise

on the recently framed Bluebird Motel on Outer Dublin Street in Machias. The new construction is
going up on the exact footprint of the sections of the motel that went up in flames last year on Christ-
mas Eve. (Photos by Paul Sylvain)

(EMCI) that the Maine Depart-
ment of Environmental Protec-
tion upgrade the classification
of the waters of Chandler Bay
from SB to SA. Because of the
ban on taking and returning wa-
ter for commercial use in Class
SA waters, a successful chal-
lenge would bar Kingfish from
using the waters of Chandler
Bay for their much-advertised
recirculating aquaculture sys-
tem (RAS) and thus put them
out of business before they
could begin.

But the DEP declined to grant
EMCT's request.

"Chandler Bay's watershed
includes a variety of land uses
including 2.4% conserved
land, agriculture, developed
areas, and areas with forestry

activities," wrote the DEP in
its decision. "Given these fac-
tors, the Department's position
is that Chandler Bay does not
meet statutory requirements
for Class SA water, including
the high bar as an 'outstanding
national resource."

That is not the end of EMCl's
pleading, Kingfish said in a
mid-November email. The re-
classification request will go to
the Joint Standing Committee
on Environmental and Natural
Resources in the first quarter of
2026, where it will be reviewed
and sent on to the full legisla-
ture sometime later next year.
If the DEP's recommendation
prevails through those levels,
then the new sign could signal
"Shovels ready!"

started coming in, and it would
reduce the availability of sur-
plus that could potentially be
used to reduce 2026 taxes.
Selectman Daniel Davis said
he had conferred with the
town’s treasurer (Terry Beal)
and its auditor and learned that
around $195,000 could be ac-
cessed in option #4, if the boat
excise tax account ($93,000)
could be tapped. Additionally,
approximately $189,000 in
2025 taxes remains unpaid.

This number usually goes down
as lobster rebates, which many
fishermen rely on to pay their
taxes, are paid out by lobster
buyers this month.

The selectmen will present
the options at a public hearing
at 6 p.m., Thursday, Dec. 11,
in the town office, followed
by a special town meeting at
6:30, at which townspeople
will decide which of the four
options to take.

Downeast Salmon Federation
Welcomes New Director of
Development and
Communications

Downeast Salmon Federation (DSF) is pleased to announce the
appointment of Ashleigh Tucker Pollock as its new Director of
Development & Communications. Pollock brings over a decade of
nonprofit leadership experience, including fundraising, strategic
communications, and organizational development.

Pollock’s connection to the region is personal and longstanding.
Having spent summers on Beddington Lake and learning to fly
fish on the Narraguagus River as a child, the restoration of wild
Atlantic salmon holds deep meaning for her and her family, who
reside in Washington County.

Pollock joins DSF from The Music Hall in Portsmouth, NH.
There, she managed special events and corporate partnerships,
served as chief of staff, and concluded her tenure as associate
executive director, leading cross-departmental teams, overseeing
major projects, and guiding initiatives to strengthen the organiza-
tion and support long-term sustainability.

In her new role at DSF, Pollock will lead fundraising and com-
munications efforts by expanding philanthropic partnerships,
strengthening donor relationships, and providing strategic com-
munications support for DSF’s programs, projects, and special
campaigns.

“I've followed and admired the good work that DSF has been
doing for years,” states Pollock, “and now to be officially part of
the team, I couldn't be more elated and honored to help advance
DSF’s mission by building the relationships and resources that
fuel this critical conservation work.”

Pollock joins a
dedicated board
of directors,
long-tenured Ex-
ecutive Director
Dwayne Shaw,
newly appointed
Chief of Staff
Carla Ganiel, and
a highly skilled
staff working to
restore wild sea-
run fish popula-
tions, revitalize
river ecosystems,
and strengthen
coastal commu-
nities throughout
eastern Maine.
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75 Years On, Helen’s Endures
with An Eye to the Future

Will Tuell

With a legacy as rich as its
creamy fish chowder, Helen’s
Restaurant in Machias has spent
2025 celebrating its seventy-fifth
year in business, serving up
home-cooked meals to custom-
ers old and new, Julie Barker,
one half of the husband-and-wife
duo that owns the iconic Machias
eatery, said in a Nov. 25 inter-
view as waitresses bustled to
keep up with a hungry late-lunch
crowd. Barker reflected on the
iconic eatery’s humble roots, her
and husband David’s commit-
ment to honoring founder Larry
Mugnai’s legacy, the family ties
that have forged much of the
Machias mainstay’s diamond
jubilee, and a glimpse at what
the future holds for a restaurant
that is synonymous with the
county seat.

“It’s taken me down quite a
memory lane,” Barker, who met
her husband David when the
couple worked at the original
Helen’s across from Machias
Savings Bank on Main Street,
when the couple worked there as
teenagers 44 years ago, recalled.
“It’s quite a bit of history for
the town, and for us personally.
Every day is a day to celebrate
that 75 years.”

The original Helen’s, owned
by Larry and Helen Mugnai,
opened its doors in May 1950,
Barker said, and contrary to
popular opinion, was named
after Mugnai’s wife, Helen,
not longtime employee Helen
Gooch, or, Barker joked, herself,
as some customers have specu-
lated over the years.

“Larry was a character,” Bark-
er said, recalling the Mugnais.
“He was always fun [to be
around]. We worked with him
until he retired at the age of 86.
David and I never worked with
Helen, and we only met her a
handful of times.”

After a quarter century in
business, Mugnai sold Helen’s
to Bob and Joan Carter of Marsh-
field, who eventually relocated
the restaurant to its current loca-
tion overlooking Machias Bay.
The couple would ultimately
build a hotel and event center
on the same footprint, selling the
restaurant to Joan Carter’s sister
and brother-in-law, Judy and
Gary Hanscom. Mugnai, Barker
said, stayed on until 1994 when
he retired after 44 years with the
restaurant.

When the Hanscoms retired in
2008, Judy’s son, David Barker,
who had managed the restaurant
for his mother and stepfather,
took the reins with his wife Julie,
who has also worked for the fam-
ily business in various capacities
over the years.

“It’s like anything in life, it’s
changing and evolving with the
times,” Barker said. “I know
that’s difficult for some people.
Having a vision for something,
and trying to be true to the his-
tory is what we’ve tried to do.
I always tell people when they
say that it doesn’t look like the

old one, I jokingly say that I
couldn’t find that kind of 1970s
panelling in stock. So did Main
Street. Main Street was totally
different. And I know when
Joan and Bob moved [Helen’s]
from Main Street to this location,
people had a very difficult time
with it. People will say that it’s
not the same, and it isn’t, it’s 50
years later.”

Barker reminisced about the
cataclysmic fire that levelled
Helen’s in 2014 and how the
greater Machias community ral-
lied behind her, David, their fam-
ily, and their employees, stating
that a lot of memories were lost
in the blaze — including many of
the photos she and her husband
would have used to mark the
restaurant’s 75th year in business
— but that she is still touched to
this day that so many were in her
corner and offered support as the
family rebuilt from the rubble in
less than a year.

“I still have some remnants of
PTSD from that,” Barker said of
the fire. “It was a difficult thing
for sure to deal with, [but] we
had so much support, people
were great, and we were able
to save that money that people
donated. We had our accountant
put it aside, and when everyone’s
unemployment ran out in Janu-
ary of the next year, we were able
to pay them until we reopened
in May. So that money went
to great use, and we were very
thankful to the Lingley girls for
setting that [GoFundMe] up. It’s
one of those things that if you’re
a Dowenaster — or even if
you’re from away — that people
will say that they remember
where they were when Helen’s
burned down and there was noth-
ing there.”

For all the trauma the 2014
fire caused the Barkers, Helen’s
staff, and the broader Machias
community, Barker confessed
that the COVID pandemic was
much worse from the standpoint
that it has forever changed how
the small, hand-to-mouth family
business operates.

“COVID was much worse
than the fire,” Barker said.
“We’ve never rebounded from
that. I don’t know where people
went, if they’re still at home. I
don’t know what happened. We
have on our website and Face-
book that we’re hiring. We’ve
tried several times to reopen on
Monday, and we’re just not able
to do it,” she said, adding that
she bears no ill will toward the
restaurant’s current staff and is
very appreciative of the work
they do to keep the eatery serving
up amix of Helen’s standbys and
new dishes. “Our staff is very
happy having two days off, and
they stay year after year, so we’re
very blessed that way. We have
amazing people that work here,
and we’re happy that they’re
happy.”

When asked about the chal-
lenges she has hiring new work-
ers, Barker said that people
don’t want to work nights or
weekends, and that many also

have kids involved with school
activities and sports, which
sends them in search of more
traditional job opportunities.

“I think having reliable trans-
portation — we have some
people that travel here from
Baileyville, Jonesport, Colum-
bia Falls — it’s a lot for them
to travel and to do it [make the
commitment to work at Hel-
en’s],” she said, adding. “Hous-
ing also is a factor. Affordable
housing close to the restaurant,
that’s another issue.”

Challenges aside, Barker
could not imagine life without
Helen’s, saying that the restau-
rant is so woven into her and her
husband’s lives that even when
they do get away for a day here
or there, she worries about her
staff, the restaurant, and what
is going on back at the business
because she and David have
been at it so long.

“You’re never off,” she said.
“Once in a while, we’ll take off
and go out of town, and some-
thing always happens. And you
wake up in the middle of the
night, and you worry about staff,
customers you know that have
been in the hospital. It’s a lot
emotionally to do, but you can’t
be crippled by all of that, and
learning how to process all of it
as the other owners learned is just
something you have to do.”

Barker said that when the
couple first made the decision to
buy the restaurant from David’s
mother, he was all in, but she
was hesitant, given how it had
consumed the lives of its previ-
ous owners. But she is glad they
made the decision to do so as she
could not imagine life without
Helen’s today.

“I am grateful that my hus-
band and I do it together,” she
said. “I know a lot of people
couldn’t work with their spouse,
and honestly, I started working
here at 15. He was working here
at the time, so we have worked
together since we were 15 years
old. We spend a lot of time
together, and we still like each
other, which I know is rare and
a huge blessing!”

Still, Barker admits a day will
come when she and David will
sell the restaurant, though she
confesses that she’ll probably
follow in its original owner’s
footsteps and stay on as long as
she can.

“My husband definitely sees
the future and retirement,” Bark-
er said. “I don’t know how my
brain will ever stop. [ understand
why Larry Mugnai stayed until
he was 86 years old, even though
he wasn’t the owner. And I
will probably be the same way
because I love it; I love being
here and being around people,
even [with] the criticism and
the negativity. You have to work
through that, but it’s still won-
derful.” Helen’s Restaurant of
Machias has been serving fresh
home-cooked meals to diners for
generations. The eatery, known
the world over for its famous
fish chowder and signature blue-
berry pie, opened in May 1950
under the ownership of Larry
and Helen Mugnai, on Lower
Main Street before moving to
its present location in 1983.
Helen’s was purchased in 1976
by Marshfield residents Bob
and Joan Carter, who sold it to
Joan’s sister and brother-in-law

Helen’s Restaurant of Machias has been serving fresh home-cooked
meals to diners for generations. The eatery, known the world over
for its famous fish chowder and signature blueberry pie, opened
in May 1950 under the ownership of Larry and Helen Mugnai, on
Lower Main Street before moving to its present location in 1983.
Helen’s was purchased in 1976 by Marshfield residents Bob and
Joan Carter, who sold it to Joan’s sister and brother-in-law in 1988,
who in turn sold it to nephew David Barker and wife Julie in 2008.
The restaurant burnt to the ground in 2014 and was rebuilt by May

2015. (Photo by Paul Sylvain)

in 1988, who in turn sold it to
nephew David Barker and wife
Julie in 2008. The restaurant
burnt to the ground in 2014 and
was rebuilt by May 2015. (Paul
Sylvain photo)

Although she does not know
when she and David will hand
over the reins, their daughter,
Rianne, and her husband have
indicated they would be inter-
ested in carrying on the Helen’s
legacy.

“We are talking about that
[retirement] and our daughter
and her husband have expressed
interest in that, so when the time
comes, that’s probably what will
happen,” Barker said. “They
have four young boys, and it’s
a lot to take on, but David and

I would be here to support them
when that time comes. Part of me
feels nervous for them too, that
they’d like to do that, because |
know how I have dealt with it —
lots of sleepless nights, working
when you’d like to be at one of
your grandkids' ballgames, it’s
a sacrifice.”

Barker concluded by saying
that the restaurant plans to con-
clude their diamond anniversary
later this month with a series
of 75th anniversary specials
beginning Dec. 16, encouraging
patrons around the corner, across
the state, or beyond to stop in
and celebrate with the family
that has made Helen’s a Machias
mainstay.

Republican
(continued from page 5)

Every Republican legislator,
candidate, activist, and volun-
teer must take our message, the
affordability message, outside
our own circles. Talk to inde-
pendents. Talk to working fami-
lies. Talk to people who haven’t
voted Republican in years but
are exhausted by the cost of liv-
ing and open to someone who
will finally fight for them. Tell
them why prices are so high
in Maine. It’s not because of
President Trump. It’s because
of Maine Democrats.

Affordability is OUR issue.
We have a good story to tell.

We have solutions. We can’t
afford to only talk to each other.
The stakes are too high. This is
our moment to break out of the
echo chamber, speak boldly, and
lead with the issue Mainers care
about most: making this state
affordable again.

If we do that, and if we do
it aggressively, Maine will be
ready to elect Republican lead-
ership again.

Lauren LePage is Maine’s
National Committeewoman to
the Republican National Com-
mittee.

This op-ed originally ap-
peared in, and is published with
permission of The Maine Wire
— www.themainewire.org.

9" Annual Wesleys
Thee Featival

R '
.;'_'; “New Location - University of Maine
‘.‘g = . at Machias - Reynolds Athletic Center

« Friday, Dec. 5th - 4 o 8 p.m.

- Saturday, Dec. 6th
10a.m.to 6p.m.
- Sunday, Dec. Tth
10a.m.to 3 p.m.

50¢/ticket or $10 for 25

ﬁ_f*

Free admission to view trees!
Trees will be raffled Dec. 7.

MVNO000014016
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Auto Glass * Garage Doors

Steve’s Locksmithing LLC
Insured and Certified

K>\ Border Electric Inc.

2
ey Residential, Commercial & Industrial
5

. . . Windows & more!
We offer Daikin Heat Pumps with InSta"a}?on ' Refa": (.)Regey".'g
12 year warranty Master Keying * Lock-Out Service (207) 454-7767
(Efﬁciency Maine Qualified Pan‘ner) 24 Harrison St., Calais ¢ 207-532-8734 www.DEGMaine.com

337 North St. Calais * 454-8619 « borderelectricinc.com steveslocksmithingllc@gmail.com Visit us on Facebook

CCA000000075 CA000012400

—
CA00000851

= = = ’
Riverside Electric BUNNY’S DOWNEAST T _ _
o _ SEPTIC SERVICES, INC. 2. zz== 4 MainSt, Princeton
Full-service electrical contracting company ] = =2amarx=] 207-796-7016
= ’ serving Downeast Maine. Free estimates. 401 Shattuck Road, Calais A =
— Over 30 years experience 1
GENERAC L years experier -454- -
B ~ 247 emergency service 207-454-2667 C—‘—J State Inspections, Batteries, Oil Changes, Undercoatings,
cell 207-214-4564 © O
. . General Automotive Maintenance & Repairs
240 Union St., Calais * 454-7815 « 123 County Rd., Eastport « 853-4615 Septic Tank Pumping and Repairs
contact us at support@riversideelectricinc.com Portable Rest room Rentals M-F: 8 am - 5pm Sat. & Sun.: CLOSED

CA00003915 CAQ00000058 CA00011020

gy £ g e £

Home Repair / Construction

~28 years experience~ GENERAL CONTRACTOR
& CARPENTRY

(\ ASPHALT PAVING
Daniel Kolowitz - Owner _ e

Residential & 0'5“\‘) We can get you

Christy Kolowitz - Owner Commercial Pavin \6‘30“ \a“\ straightened out
= - 207 952-4503 / Robbinston mm 9 on?® *

CONSTRUCHIOR l" Serving ALL of Downeast Maine

I3 e s on Facebook w Carpentry « Windows « Doors ¢ Flooring * Painting
v 207-214-7523 Siding + Spouts + Bathrooms * Repairs

Remodel * Residential New Construction ¢ Framing ¢ Siding,
Window Replacement « Decks * Patio Covers & More 18 years experience in the paving industry 35 years experience ¢ Call 207-242-0557

(CA000012554 CA000012510 CA000007130

. & < SHANNON DRILLING m
ale Richardson & Son ‘§° % Owner: Christopher Getchell EYARNINRY W
=)

(A Residential & Commercial ~General Contractor~
~F Estimates~ WATER WELLS Complete Submersible
ree cstimates Pump Systems Installed Mini Excavation  Landscaping R
Septic systems ¢ Drainage Systems ‘ mY
Concrete Foundations - Floors & Slahs PO Box 870, Machias, ME Phone: 207-255-6149 Catch Basins * Rock and Stump Removal, -
shannondrilling@gmail.com Fa);: g%égi'gﬂg Storm Cleanup, snowplowing & More.
Dale 207-259-7798 * Ryan 207-263-5464 FREE ESTIMATES 207-263-4993 207-214-6094

(CA000000631 CA000002194 CA000001358

A.D. Pottle 7wk, LLC

Owner David Pottle

1CIzAe[z{3V/'Y Tim Drew

(207) 659-3826

Land Lot & Power Line Clearin N .
Right of Way * Grinding I l&g E . We Represent Dozens of Insurance Carriers, Allowing
Road Widening * Bush Hoggil xcavation Us To Unlock Insurance Savings For You!
Camp :_)id idening + Bush Hogging Septic Systems ¢ Site Prep ¢ Property Maintenance
i son (3 , ,
Facobook 207-263-6033 ~Proudly Serving Downeast Maine~ - rﬁ’l ﬂ
oz e Call For 41 Srars Unlocking
E . I d rt- . I . Kristing Dean A Quore! .I'.lfu.'nﬂru ‘_lm.'.lm'u/" .
g@calais. 5 &)
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CMHI Property Management, Inc.

Ribbon Ouw)zg

Summit Street Apartments

December 6 ¢ 10-11 a.m.
Baileyville, Maine

Come explore our stylish apartments.
Join us for an exclusive ribbon cutting event at Summit St.
Apartments. We’d love to show you around!

CA000013214

:,.

Area, Christmad

FParaaed

December 5: Lioness
Christmas Parade, 6 p.m.

December 6: Baileyville
Christmas Parade, 5 p.m.

Image by Jo Justino from Pixabay

Show someone you care with
an anunual subscription to
The Calais Advertiser for

Call today, 207-454-3561 or stop in to our
office on 23 Church Street in Calais.

DueEast.com

Licensed Real
Estate Broker

818 Cooper nghwai/, Cooper A12x40 moblle home W|th weII & septlc on
a large lot with .92 acre & 100’ shorefront, easy access off of Route 191. A
great get-a-way! $239,000

19 Chase Road, Bai-
leyville: A 2 bedroom, 1
bathroom home on the
edge of Meddybemps Lake |
featuring 200" of shorefront, ¥ _
a full foundation, first floor 5" "

bedroom, & large eatin = =
kitchen & living, the second S I
floor has an open loft bed. 2 car garage with a 1 bedroom, 1 bathroom
apartment on the second floor with open kitchen & living all sitting on 1.7
+|- acres. Easy access to the property & also to the water. $549,000

LT

2 Clark Street, Eastport: One of the most unique homes in Eastport, liter-
ally on the water's edge with 297" of shorefront with direct private access,
looking directly across to Campobello, Cheery Island with the light house,
Indian, Deer & Dog Islands. Home features 4 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms &
spacious living areas, with a full basement. $774,900

12 Dochet Lane, Robbin-
ston: A 1-bedroom, 2-bath- 4 &
room on the shore of the
St Croix, newly built 20x40
with a 6" deck perfect for sit- —u —ap
ting out & enjoying the view == ] J

& wildife. Also has a pull- ™.+ ,E'L'H : ﬁ.ﬂ
down bed for quests & pri- | !

vate mooring for your boat.
Move inready! $450,000

17 Indian Road, Eastport:
13 4/ acres on Passa-
maquoddy Bay featuring
500" +/- of nice shore-front
expansive  water  views, -"-:l-!-——-—-—-—
drilled well, 2-bedroom sep- =~ :

tic & power on site. The lot =
is fairly level all the way to
the water, a great home site! ©
$419,000

142 Destiny Bay
Road, Cutler: 35 §
surveyed acres on
Destiny Bay Road
with 266" shorefront
&power atroad side. o
A great home site or &
summer cottage in a
litle coastal village.

g X
.

Wy I'F-.
L R - a g

o

LR S

$120,000

41 Hickory Lane, Alexander: |
Alakeside cottage on Pleasant
Lake just a few feet from the ¥
water's edge featuring 100’ +/-
shorefront with 2-bedrooms, §
1-bathroom, big deck, fire-
place, & storage shed! Easy "=
year-round access & easy lake . -
acoess! $349,000

5 Burns Place, Eastport:
A newly built home in the
center of town. The inside
is not finished but could ac-
commodate a 3-bedroom,
2-bathroom home, this is
a J-story home with some
water views with a new
metal roof in 2024. Home is
a blank slate for all of your g
ideas! $199,000 [RE

155 Pine Dr|ve Grand Lake Stream A beautiful year-round home on the
edge of Big Lake with no expense spared on the craftmanship, featuring
3-bedrooms, 3-bathrooms, open kitchen, dining & living room, enclosed
porchigame room, 5 bays of garage space, sitting on 4.6+/- acres with 209
shorefront with big open views! Also includes an attached in-law suite featur-
ing 2 bedrooms, 1 bathroom, & open kitchen & living room. $799,000

4525 Airline Road,
Wesley: A 1 bed-
room, 1 bathroom
home on Route 9
with .83 of an acre all
open, access to miles
of ATV trails, also a
big hunting & fishing
area. $119,000

M7 L19 Old Crawford
Road, Cooper: 210 +/-
acre wooded lot with fields
& a camp on a slab, all
open concept with loft &
woodstove. The property
has a dug well & no power.
Aqgreat getaway or off grid
living. Very nice property!
$259,000

Lot 12 Hayward Point -
Road, TWP 26: 1.50 acres
with 238’ shorefront, power
at site, driveway & 2 bed-
room septic design. A little
over 2 miles off of Route 9
Wesley. A great get-a-way
or home site, great loca-
tion for hunting or ATV-ing.
$99,900

W

&E\‘I}l‘_.

Lubec Office:207-733-5511 / 171 County Rd. *

Calais Office: 207-454-2525 / 353 North St.

Eastport Office: 207-853-2626 / 183 County Rd.

(CA000000230
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SM Award-winning sports coveragel Local WA Student-Athletes Sign Commitment
| Letters for Collegiate Athletics

LAY all -2t L e l'_!l'l e~ | @ m =

r~ -}

Washington Academy \, Washington Academy

RAIDERS Y5 RAIDERS

LRFAOT TTRIAYTIWIAT A/ A VA IV

Meadow Rohde, daughter of Marc and Abbie Rohde of Robbinston, has com- Colby Moholland, son of Tom and Cindy Moholland, of Robbinston, has committed
mitted to play softball for Simmons University in Boston. Simmons competes at to play baseball at University of Maine in Orono. UMaine competes in NCAA Divi-
the NCAA Division III level. (WA photo) sion 1. (WA photo)

Calais Wrestling at WA Preason Round Robin

T ] T—

Lome of h -
- ARiweRs) {

IREG)

— e ——

e — = = = —

Coach Spencer McCormick, Bradley Walton, Rhys Dilio, Chase Scott, Josh Crews, Ashaliegh Sukowski,
Destiny Holmes, Caiden Seelye, and Manager Cecelia Mcgouldrick. (Submitted photo)

Josh Crews, 2nd place. (Submitted photo)

www.calais.news

Ashaliegh Sukowski, 2nd place. (Submitted photo)
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Local High School Hoop
Season Outlook

Phil Stuart

The 2025-2026 high school
basketball season is under-
way with Washington County
teams playing in three divi-
sions once again. The Maine
Principal’s Association (MPA)
kept the five-class system but
made a special division, Class
S, or U-100, for the state's
smaller schools with under
100 students. This should ben-
efit schools like Shead and
Jonesport-Beals.

Deer Isle Stonington is the
largest school in this division,
while Shead ranks second in
enrollment. The Tiger boys
have a veteran team that gave
opponents trouble last year
and may fare well after being
reclassified. Jonesport-Beals
has always been a tournament
team in Class D, so there is no
reason to think they won’t be
more competitive in Class S.
Machias, Narraguagus, and
Woodland dropped down from
Class C to Class D, which is

probably a better fit in the
long run because Dexter, Mat-
tanawcook, and Central will
remain in C.

Class D will be very com-
petitive with Bangor Chris-
tian, Hodgdon, Madawaska,
Fort Fairfield, and Schenck.
Narraguagus will be the larg-
est school, enrollment-wise,
in Class D. Locally, Machias
should be the team to beat
in boys’ Downeast with four
starters returning. The Bull-
dogs lost a lot of their bench
strength last year and will
look to get help from younger
players. Woodland lacks in
size, but the Dragons feature
two of the top-scoring guards
Downeast.

Narraguagus is coming off
a rough season, but an excel-
lent group of sophomores and
juniors should help turn things

1 meaty ham bone
2 carrots, diced
2 ribs celery, diced
1 onion, diced
2 cloves garlic, my option
Pinch black pepper
1 bay leaf
6 c. water

This is a simple soup to put together, and the crockpot makes it even easier. Nice to use up
that leftover Christmas ham bone. Delicious! Don’t forget to serve this with nice, crusty bread
or homemade croutons.

CROCK POT HAM & BEAN SOUP
1 Ib. dry white beans, navy or great northern

Put beans in a large pot and cover with water. Bring to a boil and boil one minute. Remove
from the heat, cover, and let sit for an hour. Drain and proceed with the recipe. I always spray
my crock pot to make cleanup easier. Add ham bone and remaining ingredients, including
precooked, drained beans, to the crockpot. Cook on LOW for 8 hours. About 2 hours before
the end of cooking time, remove the ham bone to a plate. Let sit for 10-15 minutes. Remove
the meat from the bone and discard bone and any fat and waste. Place the meat back in the
cooker and finish cooking. This is a good point to taste test for adding salt if needed. Mine
didn’t need any extra salt. Makes 6-8 servings.

INSTRUCTIONS: Find as

many words as you can by

-

linking letters up, down,

By David L. Hoyt and Jeff Knurek

E|R[U|S
NIT|O]H
LIA[CIR
MIP]Y]E

It G
Bm Qe

side-to-side and diagonally,
writing words on a blank
sheet of paper. You may
only use each letter box
once within a single word.
Play with a friend and
compare word finds,
crossing out common
words.

U@

THE SAMURA\ ©F PUZZLES By The Mepham Group

Level[1]H

1N

(8)
—

BOGGLE R

POINT SCALE Boggle BrainBusters Bonus 9

We put special brain-busting words into the

grid of letters. Can you find them?

Find AT LEAST SIX WORDS

RELATED TO TENNIS in the grid of 611/3]15[9]7182]4[ compiete the

letters. 8|9|7|1]4|2|6 3|5 gridsoeach row,
= -by-3 box

YOUR BOGGLE 312 6]18/5/9]14/1/7 (in bold borders)

RATING 118(912|7]4]|5|6|3]| contains every

1012150 ~ Expert 7.5 4|6[1]3]2/9/8| dot 1Mo

61-100= Pro For strategies

31- 60= Gamer 9|6/1]4]3|5/7/8 2 on how to solve

2128 Rk, l7z]s elals el s

0-10 =Tryagain =\ . eks  BAT + BEAR + BOBCAT 4/3/8]7/2|1]9/9]6] sudokuorguk

BOGGLE is a rademark of Hasbro, Inc. answers: BOAR + BABOON © 2021 The Mepham Group. Distributed by

© 2021 Hasbro, Inc. Distributed by Tribune Content Agency. All Rights Reserved.

www.bogglebrainbusters.com

Tribune Content Agency. All rights reserved.

around and get the Knights
into the top eight.
Washington Academy is
moving down from Class B
to Class C. The Raiders have
a really solid senior class and
should benefit from this move.
They won’t have to deal with
Hermon, Ellsworth, MDI, Old
Town, and Presque Isle any-
more, but the Class C field is
pretty solid with Orono, Cari-
bou, Mattanawcook Academy,
and Foxcroft Academy.
Calais probably got the short
end of the stick by remaining
in Class C. The Devils were
just over the cutoff by a few
students. Calais should be
solid in both boys' and girls'
basketball. Both teams return
with a lot of veteran players.
The Washington Academy
boys should be able to get
on the Cross Center floor for
the first time in several years,
while the Lady Raiders will
find things a bit tougher due
to huge graduation losses.
In Class D girls, Penobscot
Valley, the defending state
champ, will be back with a
strong team. The Machias
girls, although small in num-
bers, are optimistic about
the upcoming season. The
Bulldogs do not have a senior

on the team. They lost three
starters, but should be able to
fill that void.

The Woodland, Shead, Nar-
raguagus, and Jonesport-Beals
girls should all be comparable
within the county. They all
have some returning players,
which should provide some
exciting matchups. Another
team in Class D worth watch-
ing will be the Patriots of
Bangor Christian. They got
two transfers from Central and
may be able to challenge the
Howlers of PVHS.

Deep playoff runs have not
happened much for Downeast
teams in recent years, which
may be the case this season.
Regardless of how the teams
end up in February, the 2025-
2026 season promises to be
an exciting one, and area fans
will have a lot of great games
to look forward to.

THE TV CROSSWORD

by Ricky Cruz

24
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Created by Ricky Cruz

ACROSS

1 Wide pit

6 Joplin’s “Maple Leaf ___”

9 Airport grp.
12 Benjamin of “Andor”
13 Breslin of “Scream Queens”
15 Secretive
16 “___ Place”
17 2000s Superman series
19 Rodriguez of “Never Have | Ever”
20 Poetic “feet”
24 Leader of the Smurfs
27 British house-hunting series,

when tripled

30 Anime series “____ Piece”
31 “Well...”
32 “Cobra ___”
33 ’'60s spy comedy series
35 Seniors’ grp.
36 Worry about, say
37 Make mistakes
39 Competition series where
eliminated contestants are
“evicted”
“___ Hospital”

Solution to Last Week’s Puzzle

45

[l el [
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almi<im|Z

HEE BB

E
S
U

|
G
=)

S

©2025 Tribune Content Agency, LLC
All Rights Reserved.

]

48 Push aside

49 “__ Makeover: Home Edition”
50 Healed

51 “The Simpsons” catchphrase
52 Mountain ____

53 Some language class exams

DOWN
1 Basics, so to speak
2 Horror film “___ Stoker’s Dracula”
3 Folk character Baba ____
4 Melina Kanakaredes’s “CSl: NY”
role
5 Do, as one’s hair
6 Malek of “Mr. Robot”
7 ___ Tesfaye, a.k.a. The Weeknd
8 Jacobs of “Invincible”
9 Dropout cast member Yang
10 Pop’s daughter
11 The A of IPA
14 “The ___ British Bake Off”
18 Cartoon role for Gina Rodriguez
and Mindy Kaling
21 “Morning Joe” cohost Brzezinski
22 Wild pig
23 Scissor sound
24 Milk caps, familiarly
25 From the start
26 Davidson of “Bupkis”
28 US national anthem contraction
29 Appeal (to)
31 “Phew!”
34 Swordfighting option
35 Sibling of D.W. on PBS Kids
38 “The Dukes of Hazzard” sheriff
40 “Squid ___”
41 Used a whistle
42 Spanish “hour”
43 Stuntman Knievel
44 Cincinnati MLB team
45 Certain diploma equivalent
46 Prefix with skeleton
47 To the ____ degree
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Obituaries

Joseph G. Nott

Joseph George Nott, 55, left
us too soon on November 26,
2025. Born in Calais, Maine, on
July 17, 1970, Joseph, or as he
was fondly known, Joe, was the
cherished son of Paul and Yvonne
Nott. His 55 years of life, though
short, were packed with remark-
able experiences and stories that
will continue to inspire genera-
tions to come.

Joe's journey was a testament
to his resilience and versatile tal-
ents. After graduating from high
school, he served his community
as a volunteer firefighter and Game Warden for Pleasant Point. He
then shifted gears, serving as a police officer for Indian Township
before returning to academia. Joe studied building construction at
Washington County Community College, an experience that further
sharpened his practical skills. His sense of duty and bravery led
him to enlist in the Maine Army National Guard, where he served
as a cannon crewmember. Joe's service took him far from home,
with two deployments to Iraq under his belt. Yet, his spirit was
never dampened. He found joy in simple pleasures, like going for
car rides in search of wildlife, and was well-known for his quick
wit that could lighten any mood.

As we mourn Joe's departure, we also celebrate the love and
kinship he fostered. He is survived by his wife, Kimberly Leigh-
ton Nott; his children, Amber Tafelski and husband Cameron and
Chandler Nott; his stepchildren, Matthew Record and companion
Hope Socobasin and Lisa Record and companion Chris Bouchard;
and his grandchildren, Kayson Tafelski, Jaxon, Paige, Maci, and
Izzy Record, Angel MacArthur, and Aries Bouchard. He also leaves
behind his three sisters, Rikki Wentworth and husband Bill, Patty
Passetto, and Joanne Kienzle; many nieces, nephews, and cousins;
and his ever-faithful canine companion, Sunny. He was preceded
in death by his parents; his brother, Jay Phillips; and his cousin and
best friend, Julie “Juge” Mitchell.

Visitation was held on Monday, December 1, 2025, at Mays Fu-
neral Home, 26 Church St., Calais. A graveside service with military
honors followed at the Pleasant Point Tribal Cemetery. Arrange-
ments are by Mays Funeral Home & Cremation Services. In lieu
of flowers, donations in Joe’s memory may be made to Aroostook
House of Comfort, P.O. Box 867, Presque Isle, ME 04769.

To honor Joe’s memory, we invite you to share your cherished sto-
ries, photos, and messages on his memorial page at www.MaysFu-
neralHome.com. His light may have dimmed, but through our
shared memories, Joseph G. Nott will continue to shine brightly.
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ST ANNE'SEPISCOPAL CHURCH 8!

29 Church Street, Calais * 454-8016
Rev. Sara Gavit, Rector ol L
stannes04619@gmail.com g I :

Sunday Holy Eucharist - 10 a.m. » Facebook Live Streamed

Sunday School for school-aged children at 10 a.m.

Masks are optional while inside the building.
Handicap Accessible - No nursery provided - All are welcome!

(CA000002566
I

St. Kateri Jg p
Tekakwitha Roman |": % .
Catholic Parish

Weekend Mass
Schedule

SATURDAY
* St. Joseph Church - 51 Washington St., Eastport, 4 pm
* Pleasant Point - To be announced

SUNDAY
* Immaculate Conception Church - 31 Calais Ave., Calais, 8:30 am
+ St. James Church - 60 Summit St., Baileyville, 10:30 am

* Immaculate Conception Church, Calais
Friday 430-5:20 pm » Sunday 7-7:45 am

« St. Joseph’s, Eastport: Saturday, 3-3:45 pm
* St. James, Baileyville: Sunday, 10-10:20

Confession
Times

www.sktparish.org
31 Calais Ave., Calais, ME 04619 + (207) 454-0680
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Ernest D. Grohs

Ernest D. Grohs passed away on November 27, 2025, at the
age of 76. Ernest, or Ernie as he was affectionately known, was
surrounded by the unwavering love of his wife, Beverly, and his
sons, Dave and Steve.

Born on May 6, 1949, in Waterbury, CT, Ernie was the son of
Ernest O. Grohs and Helen (Yvasauskas) Grohs. After graduat-
ing from Wilby High School in 1967, he bravely answered the
call to serve his nation, fighting in the Vietnam War. He was
honorably discharged in 1969, being recognized for his valiant
service with a Bronze Star Medal with V and Oak Leaf Cluster.
This experience shaped Ernie, instilling in him a quiet resilience
that he carried throughout his life. His career as a manufacturing
engineer allowed him to utilize his remarkable problem-solving
abilities and creativity, specializing in CNC technology. He had
an uncanny knack for designing and constructing specific tools

for various projects, often at home. :

Ernie’s retirement years were spent in Big Lake Township, Maine, where he continued to dedicate
his time and skills to serving his community and the Sunrise Christian Church. Known as “Mr.
Fix It,” he enjoyed using his skills to help family and friends tackle any task brought to him. His
love for his family was immeasurable, and he cherished every moment spent with them. An avid
motorcyclist, hunter, and fisherman, Ernie also enjoyed the intellectual stimulation of challeng-
ing projects. His optimism was infectious; his favorite phrase being, “It’s going to be OK,” and

somehow, it always was.

Ernie is survived by his devoted wife of 57 years, Beverly (Wilcox) Grohs; his sons, David
(Allie) Grohs and Stephen (Debbie) Grohs; his beloved grandchildren, Ben, Evan, Leah, Caio,
and Gustavo; and his great-granddaughter, Jordyn. He was predeceased by his parents, Ernest and

Helen, and his sister, Ellen.

Arrangements by Mays Funeral Home & Cremation Services. A memorial page has been estab-
lished at www.MaysFuneralHome.com, where we invite you to share your memories of Ernest and
upload photos that celebrate his life. It is in these shared stories and images that we can continue

to remember and celebrate the beautiful life of Ernest D. Grohs.
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Devotional

Justin Harvey, Calvary
Chapel of St. Croix Valley

In our corner of the world,
the stark contrast between a
festive holiday season and
unfriendly weather provides a
backdrop to consider the true
reason for giving thanks. Rich
or poor, we must acknowledge
God’s hand in our lives.

No one has the power to con-
trol the circumstances around
them. We cannot control the
position of the Earth relative to
the sun. We cannot control the
movement of the moon and its
resulting tides. We cannot con-
trol the actions of other people
or whether they will behave
reasonably. We cannot even
control our own eyelids (ex-
cept for a few seconds) before
those little muscles overwhelm
our will to keep them open.
With so little control that we
exercise, it is worth examining
how God is deserving of our
giving of thanks for so many
favorable opportunities that
come our way.

Perhaps you grew up in a
wealthy household and were
afforded many luxuries. You
may be tempted to attribute
your good fortune to a series
of beneficial decisions made
by your parents. Conversely,
you may have been brought
up with a very challenging set
of circumstances, whereby you

may seek to lay blame on the
adults around you for a bevy
of obstacles that seem to lie in
your path. In either instance,
there is a disappointing out-
come when you ignore the
role and relationship that God
intends to have in your life.

According to His wise over-
sight, God has allowed you to
be in the exact situation you
are in so that you might turn
to Him. Though He does not
delight in selfishness, conceit,
neglect, or abuse, God will
allow people to go through dif-
ferent seasons to help them see
their need for Him. In 1Timo-
thy 6:17-19 we read, “Charge
them that are rich in this world,
that they be not highminded,
nor trust in uncertain riches,
but in the living God, who
giveth us richly all things to
enjoy; that they do good, that
they be rich in good works,
ready to distribute, willing
to communicate; laying up in
store for themselves a good
foundation against the time to
come, that they may lay hold
on eternal life.” Riches may
indeed be a benefit if used
correctly, but a certain curse
if not.

Those who have not been
blessed with material things
often have an easier time
seeking aid and support from
the Almighty. James 2:5 says,
“Hearken, my beloved breth-

In Loving Memory

David Spear
McCullough

In memory of
David McCullough,
our previous Grand Lake
Stream columnist.
David passed
November 25, 2024.

ren, Hath not God chosen
the poor of this world rich in
faith, and heirs of the king-
dom which he hath provided
to them that love him?” The
Lord Jesus said, “Blessed are
the poor in spirit: for theirs
is the kingdom of heaven.”
(Matthew 5:3) Without con-
troversy, the poor in spirit are
more often derived from those
who are poor in wealth also.

No matter the situation, God
must be at the center of your
life if you are to experience the
fullness of purpose and bless-
ing in it. Our attention must be
directed toward Him and His
love if we are to understand
what is going on around us.
Riches may lead to disappoint-
ing boredom and depression if
they are spent in self-centered
ways. Similarly, I will drown
in a sea of despair and worry
if I focus on what I lack and
never turn my attention heav-
enward.

We are instructed in James
1:17, “Every good gift and ev-
ery perfect gift is from above,
and cometh down from the
Father of lights, with whom
is no variableness, neither
shadow of turning.” It makes
sense for us to agree with and
perform what is encouraged
in Psalm 100: “Make a joy-
ful noise unto the LORD, all
ye lands. Serve the LORD
with gladness: come before
his presence with singing.
Know ye that the LORD he
is God: it is he that hath made
us, and not we ourselves; we
are his people, and the sheep
of his pasture. Enter into his
gates with thanksgiving, and
into his courts with praise: be
thankful unto him, and bless
his name. For the LORD is
good; his mercy is everlast-
ing; and his truth endureth to
all generations.” Let us honor
God’s working in our lives
with thankfulness to Him.
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It was a somewhat less ac-
tive week at the library, but
the Storytime program for the
Pembroke School students,
including those who live in
Dennysville, was lots of fun,
although there weren’t quite
as many children as usual.
Miss Sam is now serving as the
primary leader for the sessions,
and it’s always interesting to
see what a new leader brings to
this time with books and crafts.
In light of the coming Thanks-
giving day, she shared two de-
lightful books: Turkey Trouble
by Abby Klein and Bear Says
Thanks by Karma Wilson, and
the craft was creating a slice of
pumpkin pie.

Although, due to the holiday,
the children from the Edmunds
School weren’t able to come to
the library on their usual Thurs-
day, we did have a momentous
happening two days later: the
first-ever Saturday open hours
from noon to 3 p.m. Samantha
Stewart, aka Miss Sam, 1S now
our newest volunteer librarian.
Our present open hours are
now Mondays 4-7 p.m., Tues-
days and Fridays 1-4 p.m., and
Saturdays noon-3 p.m., except
for being closed for official
holidays, inclement weather,
and unexpected occurrences.

Finally, with the new month
comes again First Friday Tea at
the Library beginning at 3 p.m.
Although our numbers are usu-
ally fewer when “People From
Away” have gone away, it’s a
lovely, relaxing way to end the

week and help launch a new
month, no matter how many
are there to enjoy interesting
and companionable conversa-
tions, accompanied by various
teas and tasty treats! Onward
to Friday!

Miss Sam working with students on creating a slice of pumpkin

pie. (Submitted photo)

Robbinston Meteorological Summary
for November 2025

Edward Mekelburg

November's temperatures
were near normal. The monthly
mean temperature of 37.3 de-
grees was 0.2 degrees below
normal. Maximum temperature
was 58 degrees on the 10th and
11th, while the minimum was 22
degrees on the 30th. There were
24 days with minimums 32 de-
grees or below. There were 821
heating degree days or 3 above
normal. Total since July stands at
1440 or 165 below normal.

Total precipitation of 4.27
inches was 1.14 inches below
normal. This was the sixth con-
secutive dry month. Total since
January stands at 43.92 inches
or 5.56 inches below normal.
Maximum daily amount was
1.45 inches on the 10th. There
were 1~ days with measur-
able precipitation. An unusual
feature was the long wet spell
of 10 days (3rd-12th). This has
been exceeded only by 11 days
in January,1999 and December,
2021.

Total snowfall of 2.9 inches
was 1.3 inches below normal.
Total for the season so far of
2.9 inches was 1.6 inches below
normal. Greatest daily amount
was 2.0 inches on the 17th.
There were 3 days with measur-
able snowfall and 5 days with
an inch or more on the ground.
Maximum snow depth was 3
inches on the 17th.

The monthly mean barometer
was very low at 29.78 inches.
This beat the old November re-
cord 0f 29.82 inches set in 2002!
Highest barometer was 30.56

inches on the 30th, while the
lowest was 28.93 inches on the
16th. There were the 17th. The
monthly mean barometer was
very low at 29.78 inches. This
beat the old November record of
29.82 inches set in 2002! High-
est barometer was 30.56 inches
on the 30th, while the lowest was
28.93 inches on the 16th. There
were 3 days with minimum
barometric readings below 29
inches! Mean relative humidity
was 82.6 per cent; lowest humid-
ity was 49 per cent on the 7th.
Prevailing wind direction was
southwest with an average speed
of 3.3 miles per hour. Maximum
wind velocity was 42 miles per
hour from the west southwest on
the 4th. There was one day with
maximum velocities 40 miles
per hour or more. There were 6
clear days, 4 partly cloudy days,
and 20 cloudy days. Daytime
sky cover averaged 73 percent.
Dense fog occurred on the 27th.
The drought continued on. It
was rated as D3 (severe) early
in the month, but was reduced
to D2 (moderate) after the long
wet spell. However, water tables
remain quite low.

AUTUMN (Sep.-Nov.):
Mean temperature 49.7 degrees
or 1.5 degrees above

normal. Precipitation 11.60
inches or 3.82 inches below
normal. Snowfall 2.9 inches or
1.6 inches below normale

Historical Cold Weather Note:
On November 30,1875 (150
years ago), the temperature at
Eastport plummeted to minus
13 degrees with temperatures
barely getting above zero dur-

ing the day. This is by far the
lowest temperature ever seen
for the month of November in
this area!

November Weather Extremes
From 1994 (32 years)

Warmest November: 41.8
degrees in 2006

Coldest November: 33.4 de-
grees in 1997

Maximum Temperature: 73
degrees on November 10,2020
and November 5-6, 2022

Minimum Temperature: 5 de-
grees on November 22, 2018

Wettest November: 9.48 inch-
esin 2018

Driest November: 2.63 inches
in 2001 and 2023

Maximum Daily Amount:
3.32 inches on November 3,
2007

Greatest Storm: 3.87 inches on
November 3-4, 2007

Snowiest November: 17.5
inches in 1997

Least Snowiest November:
trace in 2003,2006, and 2009

Maximum Daily Amount:
11.0 inches on November 23,
2011

Greatest Snowstorm: 11.0
iches on November 23, 2011

Maximum Snow Depth: 11
inches on November 23, 2011
and November 20-21, 2018

Highest Barometer: 30.97
inches on November 26, 2015
(record for any month)

Lowest Barometer: 28.58
inches on November 22, 2005

Maximum Wind Velocity: 57
miles per hour from the west on
November 7, 2001

Outdoous i [ Jaine

V. Paul Reynolds

The Moose Hunt

If you do it yourself, a Maine
moose hunt is markedly differ-
ent from a deer hunt, at least
for me. This year’s permit was
only the second moose tag that
I have drawn since the moose
lottery began many years ago.
Yup, Maine moose permits, as
arule, are few and far between.
That makes them all the more
precious. So you want to do
it right, you want to prepare,
plan and persist to maximise
the odds in every possible way
that you can.

You are excited and full of
anticipation, and, if you are like
me, there is some anxiety, some
pressure, to not screw up.

The hunt did not start well. In
my Yeti cooler, somewhere be-
tween Ellsworth and the Indian
Hill Trading Post in Greenville,
my double-batch of delicious
homemade venison stew slith-
ered its way outside the glass
container when it broke en
route. What a mess, and what a
setback if you enjoy eating as
much as I and my crew. Lesson
learned: Always transport your
camp stews in plastic contain-
ers, not glass.

But we didn’t go hungry.
Most of our hunt crew are ex-
ceptional camp chefs, especially
Winterport outdoorsman Greg
Goodman, who compensated
for my lost venison stew with a
knock-your-socks-off beef stew
of his own creation.

My cow permit was for a
so-called Adaptive Unit hunt
in WMD 4A, which is a post-
rut hunt that is known to be a
lower-odds hunt because the
mating is over and the critters
are dispersing deeper into the
hardwoods for some intense
pre-winter foraging. Experts
advised getting into the woods,
off the roads, and still hunting,
not unlike a deer hunt, which is
what we did for the first three
days.

Our other hunt crew, Josh
Cottrell and Joel Smith, killed
a cow in a clear-cut the first
day. Also on Day One, I and
my sub-permittee, son Scott,
spotted a cow in the hardwood
at about 70 yards. We had a
clear shot, but there was one
problem. Posted on a large
beech tree between us and the
moose was a yellow sign: “Ac-
cess with Permission Only.” We
did not take any shots. We left
the area exasperated and asked

The author
(foreground)
and his
son Scott,
his sub-
permittee, .

who v
actually shot 7
the moose.
(Photo
by Greg
Goodman)

ourselves, “How can this be?
No hunting signs in the Great
North Woods?”” Our Onyx App
did indicate private land. The
owner had a right to post. Bad
break. We moved on.

On Wednesday night, af-
ter three days of walking the
twitch roads and clearcuts, with
nothing to show for it except
a few deer sightings, we were
beginning to worry, to furrow
our brows with the tired moose
hunter’s “Thursday sweats.”

New strategy. Heater hunt.
What the heck, try driving the
back country side roads and
hope for a break. I had an ace
in the hole, and, although an
area | had scouted earlier in
the fall was a bit of a drive, it
had some pretty decent sign.
We got up extra early, and at
first light, we were driving the
back roads slowly and doing the
methodical search for Waldo’s
jet black profile among the
hardwoods, dark stumps, and
tangled thickets.

Suddenly at 7 a.m.: MOOSE!
A large cow bolted from the
brush from right to left and
got swallowed up by the rust-
colored ferns and beech whip-
pets. Son Scotty, with better
eyes and faster reflexes than I,
bailed out of the truck and had
his .270 loaded and to his shoul-
der before the elder permittee
was even free of the truck and
locked and loaded.

The cow had stopped about
50 yards into the woods, and,
according to Scotty’s account,
only the critter’s head was vis-
ible in his scope. I could not see
the big animal.

POW! As agreed beforehand,
whoever has the shot takes it,
and he did. A head shot by my
sub-permittee put the animal
down where it stood, within 50
yards of the road. It was just
about the largest cow moose that
I had ever seen. After some cel-
ebratory hugs and happy small
talk, we set about to dry dress
and quarter up our kill. Frankly,
the most difficult part of the field
dressing was trying to locate the
ovaries as earnestly requested by
[F&W biologists. It was not as
easy as it looked on the [F&W
training video. We learned later
at the tagging station that a
majority of hunters were appar-
ently unable to fulfill the [IF&W
request for the ovaries.

(continued on page 18)
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Grand Lake Stream

Mike Remillard

It’s Sunday, November
23. Believe it or not, the sun
doesn’t work anymore. We
have had many days where it
almost rained, by the looks of
passing storm clouds. It would
be really nice if we had one
day of sun.

Remember, on Sunday, De-
cember 7, at 1 p.m., Downeast
Lakes Land Trust, DLLT, will
have a Wreath Making and
Cribbage Tournament at the
GLS schoolhouse. The wreath
making is a yearly event here
in GLS. I’ve attended it before.
I like a simple full evergreen
branch, where I then add a red
ribbon and a few other deco-
rations, like pine cones. Oth-
ers make traditional-looking
wreaths. All wreath-making
supplies will be supplied by
DLLT. A cribbage tournament
will also take place. Get your
cribbage-playing friends to-
gether and join in the fun. There
will be light refreshments. Feel
free to just visit, hang out, and
enjoy the event.

Later that December 7 day,
at 5:30 p.m., also at the GLS
schoolhouse, there will be a
“Lighting of the Christmas
Trees Ceremony.” | was at the

bulletin board yesterday and
noticed 30 wrapped up Christ-
mas trees lying in the ball field.
Today, I bumped into Cathy
Shamel at the store and got the
news. The Strumming Bobcats
will be performing seasonal
classics. The event will have
light refreshments. I have not
taken part in three years, but I
do remember that it’s a joyful
event. You’re amongst friends,
talking and laughing. There is
organized singing, and the trees
come to life when Bill throws
the switch. Tears will come
to your eyes. It’s a very good
seasonal get together.

It’s Wednesday, November
26, and it’s raining. I went to
Calais yesterday and picked
up everything I needed for my
Thanksgiving meals. I never
planned to cook a turkey this
year. I planned to have egg-
fu-young and crab-ran-goo
for lunch, tacos at 3 p.m., and
Swedish meatballs for 6 p.m.
Then, one of my sisters deliv-
ered a pork pie. [ was tweaking
my menu when Brinda came
up with the idea of opening
the schoolhouse, having towns-
people cook different dishes,
and everyone getting together
for one big turkey meal. So,
that’s the latest. Last I heard, 50

people are planning to attend.
I have some hummingbird
news. Some of you already
know this. They could live for
five years. They can remember
your house and feeder setup.
To me, that means the ones
that migrate through remember
your setup and will stop. We
should be ready for them in
early spring. If they like your
setup, they will pick a favorite
feeder and defend it by trying
to keep other hummingbirds
away. They remember what
flowers you grow and pick a
favorite flower, over and over
again. They know when that
flower will regain nectar again.
We all know they like red flow-
ers best, but I bet the shape
of a deep-throated flower in
almost any color would attract
them. They also prefer flowers
to feeders. This past season, |
didn’t plant any flowers in the
ground. I bought five hanging
flowering plants that attract
hummingbirds. With my two
feeders, they will remember
this. I’ll update my setup with
better attracting hanging plants
and my rain-proof perch idea.
The two inches of snow that
we had 10 days ago are finally
gone. Today, we had rain and
52-degree temperatures. I ac-
tually was able to finish leaf
blowing the three small remain-
ing leaf-covered areas at the
Colonial. Hunters, property
owners, and workers will be
able to travel dirt roads safely.
Happy Thanksgiving! We
had a nice sunny day of 48

degrees. [ uncovered my wood
pile in hopes it would dry after
all the bad weather that we have
been having. I did cook tacos
and all the fixings for lunch.
It was good. At 3:30 p.m., 50
of us usuals assembled in the
schoolhouse for our turkey
meal. Brinda, Sharon Brunner,
and Linda Evans had the hall
all set up with cafeteria tables
in a nice, long U shape. Each
table was covered with a white
tablecloth, with butter, salt,
and pepper spaced generously.
There were four tables of all
kinds of Thanksgiving foods,
I’'m guessing four turkeys, each
in an aluminum pan, and cut up
nicely. Mike Betz smoked one
turkey, and it came out great.
Most families brought their
favorite side dish. There were
many traditional and nontradi-
tional dishes to try. I sat with
the Betz family. Cheryl had 93-
year-old Joyce Brown sit with
us. On the other side of the table
were three-year-old Hayes and
little Marshall performing.
Joyce enjoyed watching the
kids with Mike and Brooke
teaching and controlling them.
I stuck mostly to a traditional
turkey meal and a different
side dish or two. The taste of
white meat, dark meat, gravy,
salt, and mashed potatoes with
butter was fantastic. Glen made
caramelized baby onions. I
took two to be polite because |
don’t like boiled onions. I was
amazed when they melted in
my mouth. I wish I had taken
more. The amount of food

and the different dishes were
amazing. | would have liked to
have gone back for more, but
couldn’t. I had to save room
for the two tables of desserts.
Nancy Betz made her famous
pecan pie. I have not had it in
5 years, and it is still famous.
Nancy used to sell them at the
Election Day Bake Sale. She
would put one aside for me to
buy when I came in to vote.
There were probably 10 types
of pies, four types of cookies,
three types of brownies, cheese,
crackers, thick salami sausage,
and more. Brinda set up every-
one with a to-go box. It was an
all-around good event. Fun was
had by all. Thank you, GLS,
friends, and all event helpers
that I did not mention.

Deer hunting season is over.
The store tagged 72 deer. In
2024, they tagged 70. They say
in the old days, the store would
tag 150 deer. However, in some
of those days, you could shoot
a buck or doe.

Winter is here. Starting Tues-
day, and going through Satur-
day, nighttime temperatures
due are 4 to 18 degrees, with
daytime temperatures running
21 to 35 degrees. During this
time, we are also due for three
snowfalls of various depths.
I’ve lit my fireplace twice so
far. With these temperatures,
I’11 light it four or more times
this week. Stay warm.

Thank you for taking the time
to read about what happens in
this special little town. miker-
emillard42@gmail.com.

Perry

Suzanne Leone

I hope everyone had a beauti-
ful Thanksgiving full of loved
ones, good food, and fun.

On November 25, Perry
Elementary School staff and
students enjoyed a Thanksgiv-
ing meal at lunchtime. Many
thanks go out to all who made
this possible, especially Shaw-
na and Cindy, who prepared the
delicious meal.

November 30 marked the
23rd anniversary of my Dad’s
passing. | hope everyone who
can and wants to has a loving
relationship with their father
or father figure. I would give
anything to have a second,

just one second, with my dad.
Losing my dad taught me at
a young age that life is short
and unexpected and to never
take the time on earth with the
people in my life for granted.

On December 3, there will be
a school committee meeting at
the elementary school, begin-
ning at 6 p.m.

Fresh-cut Christmas trees are
available for purchase at The
Strawberry Patch.

Sweet Swirls by Londyn at
The Polar Treat is pleased to
announce that 100 orders for
her ice cream pie and cake
marathon were placed and ful-
filled. These sweet treats were
available for Thanksgiving or

Legals / Notices

December 4, December 11, 2025

Notice: Alexander Residents

Alexander Special Town Meeting

December 15, 2025, 6:30 p.m.
Alexander Elementary School Gym

(CA000013210

December 4, 2025

NOTICE

The Town of Crawford, ME will be holding a
special town meeting on Dec. 9 at 6 p.m.

The purpose is discussing and voting on an article to pay
Crawford’s share of the TAN re-payment of $32,942.17

Crawford Town Selectmen
[s/ Troy Wallace

CA000013199

just because, and featured a
variety of Christmas toppings
and flavors. Londyn sold these
to benefit The Christmas Forest
LLC of MAINE. This cause is
deeply connected to the hearts
of Polar Treat employees, with
a special tribute to Londyn’s
grandmother, Helen Kilby,
who passed away some time
ago. Thank you to everyone
who purchased these treats for
a fantastic cause.

On November 28, my mother,
sister, my niece, nephew, and I

Meddybemps News & Musings

Linda Baniszeski

Only 21 more days until
Christmas! It always seems to
creep up on us so quickly.

Happy birthday wishes to
Lisa Lord on December 7 and
Jason Gibson on the 10th.

Pearl Harbor Day, December
7, always brings to mind the
“greatest generation” and all it
contributed to our way of life.
They truly saved America from
enemies who were determined
to destroy us. People at home
also helped the war effort by
doing without certain foods
and necessities so they could
go to the war effort. It is the
first time an army of women
worked in aircraft factories and
other industries supporting the
war effort while the men were
away fighting. Of course, there
were women ferrying aircraft
from factories to airfields, and
we cannot forget the military
nurses serving near war zones

ventured into the Christmas
Forest LLC of MAINE, and
we had the time of our lives.
I loved Darth Vader. I didn’t
want to leave; I could have
spent the night, so magical.

Keep your eyes on Mayree’s
Flowers and Gifts Facebook
page for announcements and
pictures of beautiful centerpiec-
es and wreaths you can give as
gifts or display in your home
for the Christmas season.

On November 29, members
of North Perry United Method-

and on hospital ships. It was
an unselfish population that
cared more about America’s
future than their own tempo-
rary comforts. Certain current
generations can learn a lot from
them.

Thanksgiving festivities were
bountiful in our area. These are
sincerely caring and generous
communities in Washington
County and throughout Maine.
It was heartwarming to see the
results of giving and preparing
something for others.

Please share your news with
LBaniseski@myfairpoint.net
or phone 454-3719.

There is a book, “365 Hymns

£

TO

ist Church decorated the church
for the Advent season. All are
welcome for Sunday service,
which begins at 10:30 a.m.

On December 30, beginning
at 6 p.m., Downeast Charcuterie
will be hosting a Sip & Craft:
Savory Chalets at Horn Run
Brewing Longacre Beeryard
& Event Venue. This will be a
night of hands-on charcuterie
chalet. Seats need to be re-
served by December 24. Email
contact@downeastcharcuterie.
org for more information.

and Their Stories,” that was
my Mom’s book. Each hymn
includes the story of the writer
and often the circumstances of
their life. One of my favorite
“Sunday School” songs in the
book is “Count Your Bless-
ings.” Part of it says, “Count
your blessings, count them one
by one, Count your many bless-
ings, see what God has done.”
It is a wonderful way to begin
each day. Thankfulness that
we woke up to experience the
many blessings that each new
day brings.

Blessings of the Christmas
season to all!

S
COUNTDOWN

21
days
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Alexander

Cassie Oakes

There will be a special town
meeting on December 15 at
6:30 p.m. at the school concern-
ing the county tax. There are
three articles on the warrant:
one to choose a moderator
for the meeting; one to see if
the town would like to pay
$120,033.93 — Alexander’s
portion of the 2025 tax note;
and one pertaining to Article 2,
which, if it passes, determines
where the funds would come
from, possibly from the undes-
ignated fund balance.

Please keep your calendars
marked for Alexander Grange’s
Community Christmas Party on
December 6 from 1 to 3 p.m. at
the Grange Hall on the Cooper
Road. Santa will be there to
meet with local children, and
there will be ample time for

Princeton

photos with Santa. Each child
will also receive a goodie bag.
This free event is made possible
by the generosity of your neigh-
bors, friends, local businesses,
and the Alexander Grange.
Everyone is welcome.

There will be a Wreath Lay-
ing Ceremony at the Veterans
Monument at the municipal
building on December 13 at
noon. For more information,
contact Lenny Hanson or Dale
Holst.

Darlene White Harvey is
once again in the hospital after
another back surgery on No-
vember 20 for another break.
Word is that she is doing well
but still has some pain. Donna is
happy to be back in Washington
County! This time, she went to
Maine Med in Portland. They
had to take out all the hardware
from the first surgery and put all

new hardware in from her neck
all the way down her spine.
Donna loves getting mail. Her
address is Marshall’s Health
Care Facility, Donna Harvey,
16 Beal Street, Machias, ME
04654. If you are in the area,
please stop in to say hi. Donna
will probably be there for a few
more weeks.

Don’t forget about All Saints
United Methodist Church
Christmas Bazaar happening
on December 13 from 9 a.m.
to 2 p.m. If you aren’t in the
know, All Saints United Meth-
odist Church was formerly
known as Calais United Meth-
odist Church and is located at
849 Main Street in Calais.

I hope you all had a wonder-
ful Thanksgiving! I had a very
busy week full of all kinds of
activities for me, my family,
and friends. It began on Tues-
day when I attended Eastern
Area Agency on Aging’s Com-
munity Cafe, where we enjoyed
a yummy turkey dinner with
all the fixings, even a special
treat of pumpkin pie. Then, we
were all treated to handheld

mincemeat pies made by Carol
Anne Davenport, pumpkin
cake made by Rhonda Oakes,
and a cranberry cheesecake
made by Elizabeth McVicar.
That same day, I helped a
group of wonderful ladies and
a couple of helpful gentlemen
who lugged and tugged for
us as we decorated All Saints
United Methodist Church for
the Advent season, which start-
ed on Sunday, November 30. It
was still Tuesday, and I had my
online Strive Class. Wednesday
arrived, and it was off to the
Frank Beckett Center, where
we celebrated a delicious ham
dinner with all the fixings and
a choice of apple pie or pump-
kin pie for dessert. Thursday,
Thanksgiving day, Mom, Dad,
and I ventured to Monticello to
celebrate with Carlos and his
shared-living provider, Mike.
They prepared a lovely turkey
dinner with all the fixings. Then
we brought Carlos home with
us for a few days. While Carlos
was here, we had two movie
nights. Mom and Carlos did
a little Black Friday shopping

in Calais. Saturday was really
a day of cooking, baking, and
candy making, all holiday all
day! On Sunday morning, we
all attended Breakfast Church
at All Saints United Methodist
Church, where we all pitched in
to make a delicious breakfast,
and before leaving, we added a
few final touches to the decor
and lit the Advent candles. But
alas, the weather did not hold
out for Sunday night’s Sing-
spiration at Bethel Chapel in
Talmadge, so we stayed home
safe and sound. Carlos’s little
bit of holiday stay with us got
cut short due to an impend-
ing snowstorm in the middle
of the week. We were all sad
to see him head back and are
already looking forward to his
next visit.

How was your week? You
can send news my way through
Facebook Messenger or email
me at cassieoakes1986@gmail.
com. I greatly appreciate every-
one for their contributions to
this column. Until next time,
stay safe!

Sandra Smith

The town office has been
busy with planning the spe-
cial town meeting, as well as
working on the impact of the
Washington County budget
shortfall. Also, plan ahead and
note that the town office will
be closed on both Christmas
Eve and Christmas Day. It will
be open on Friday, December
26.

The library will not be hav-
ing story hour this month be-
cause of all the other ongoing
activities. However, Cindy
Lou will be getting dressed
up and having her own tree. In
appreciation of all the patrons,
there will be a drawing for a
gift basket. Everyone visiting
the library starting December
1 will have a ticket put in for
the drawing.

Parks & Recreation commit-
tee members [an Clements and
I withstood the wind and cold
temperatures to put the lights
on the ever-growing-taller
spruce tree at Legacy Square.
Time was running out for the
annual tree lighting this com-
ing Sunday. We only hope the
lights are not blown off in the
predicted northeaster.

Also, for anyone wanting to
enter the Parks & Recreation’s
Home Decorating Contest, it
is time to think about it. Reg-
istration needs to be done by
6 p.m. on December 18, and
judging will be on December
19. Participants can register
on the Parks & Rec. Facebook
page or by calling 207-619-
1466.

Pioneer Broadband has been
busy around town providing
installation of internet/phone
service on Princeton’s fiber
network. For more informa-
tion, the Pioneer Broadband
website is www.pioneerbroad-
band.net. You can also call
them at 1-866-335-1254.

A reminder that Princeton
Parks & Recreation and the
Princeton Fire Department’s
Annual Christmas Tree Light-
ing at Legacy Square is this

Sunday, December 7, starting
at 6 p.m. Following the light-
ing, everyone is invited to the
fire station for cookies and
cocoa. There will be a Lego
kit drawing, a selection of free
books donated by the library,
and, of course, a chance to
visit Santa Claus. Cookies can
be dropped off around 5 p.m.
at the fire station, or if you
need to drop off earlier, you
can do so here at the Bellmard,
but call ahead.

This Tuesday, December
9, is the Annual Christmas
Concert at the Princeton Ele-
mentary School. The program
starts at 6 p.m.

December 7 - Princeton
Parks & Rec and Fire Station
Tree Lighting, 6 p.m.

December 9 - Princeton
Elementary School Christmas
Concert, 6 p.m.

December 19 - Princeton
Parks & Rec Home Decorat-
ing Contest Judging

December 22-Jan. 5 - Princ-
eton Elementary School Win-
ter Break

December 24-25 - Princeton
Town Office and Princeton
Library Closed

To send me news, just drop
me a note at princetonnews@)
outlook.com or give me a call
after 10 a.m. at 796-2261.
Note that my deadline to sub-
mit the column is 2 p.m. on
Mondays.

Special Town Meeting

The Town of Princeton held
a special town meeting on
Monday, December 1, to vote
for Washington County’s Re-
quest for Assistance with the
TAN (Tax Anticipation Note)
payment. Select board mem-
bers attending were Steven
Cilley, Shain Phelps, Micah
Diffin, and Ryan Mclver. A
total of 15 residents, one non-
resident, and the town officials
participated in the meeting.

Town clerk Sue Lawless
read the warrant, and Denise
Hill was voted in as moderator.
Town treasurer Donna Worden
gave an overview of the issue.
Basically, the county’s fiscal

year operates from January to
December. Princeton, as well
as many other communities,
operates July to June 30. Usu-
ally the town pays the county
assessment on September 1.
The county is requesting that
the prepayment be made by
December 31. If the payment
1s not made then, the amount
will be added to the 2026 as-
sessment in addition to inter-
est. The payment that the town
needs to currently pay would
be $112,540.55, which would

come from the undesignated
surplus.

After the overview, the war-
rant was open for discussion.
Some of the points made by
one resident was concerns that
it was either “fraud or incom-
petence” on the county’s part
and there needed to be a caveat
added to any payment regard-
ing an investigation into this
issue. Another resident asked
if the payment was made, how
will the funds go back into
the general fund? There was

a suggestion to add an amend-
ment regarding accountability,
but that would have meant
another town meeting.

Subsequently, the moderator
asked for a vote to approve the
warrant and then asked for a
vote against it. The majority
vote was against Washington
County’s request for the TAN
payment.

Following the meeting, se-
lect board vice-chair Steven
Cilley stated that “Princeton is
a leader, not a follower.”

Brew House, Restaurant
Building for Sale

473 Main Street, Calais * 6,000 sq. ft building

Call Pierre at 207-952-6050 or email pierre@calais.news

PROPERTY

FOR SALE

(CA000011595




The Calais Advertiser « December 4, 2025

~~ advertising@calais.news é\

FOR RENT

1st FLOOR 1 BEDROOM
APARTMENT IN BAR-

FOR SALE FOR RENT

-

BUNILES?

$10 for
non-subscribers

— 3

NEED UL NEWSFAFE

y

Fire Sale / Fire Damage
Close to college & town

Under new ownership, onsite
management, and renovation. \_

ING - All inclusive, includes
washer/dryer, $1,200. Call
207-952-024 1 . CA000013158

8 rooms & detached garage
Call Vince at 207-271-8969

ONE BEDROOM AND EF-
FICIENCY APARTMENTS
91 North St. Calais. Call 952-
9097.

CA000003169

MVNO000014053

Help Wanted

Sunrise County
Economic Council

WE'RE HIRING

Facilities Manager

To apply, visit:
sunrisecounty.orgfemployment

Machias/Calais locations | Full time | Start Date: ASAP

$£24-28/hr + benefits (health insurance for employee & family)
Responsibilities include managing building maintenance,
janitorial duties, landscaping, and office operations, including
coordinating contractors, handling office support tasks,
maintaining clean and welcoming facilities, and performing
seasonal grounds maintenance.

5+ years relevant experience (or equivalent skills). Ability to
lift 75 Ibs. Washington County knowledge preferred.

APPLY: Submit resume, cover letter, and 3 references to
HR@sunrisecounty.org by 12/12/25. Open until filled.

SCEC is a recovery friendly and equal opportunity employer.

CA000013216

1 & 2 BR apts. w/W-D hook-
ups on North St., Calais. Fresh
paint and new fixtures, security
camera video system, no inside
smoking or vaping, no hard
core drug users or dealers al-
lowed, references, background
& credit check required, first,
last, & deposit, no application
fee. St. Croix Housing: 207-
454-0046.

(CA000009843

COUNTDOWN

Are you suffering?
Contemplating suicide?
Help is here.

For crisis, mental health and substance
abuse services, reach out to:

* AMHC in Calais: 800-244-6431 or 454-0775
* AMHC in Machias: 800-244-6431 or 255-0996
* Eastport Healthcare: 853-6001, offices in

Machias and Eastport
* National: Call the National Suicide Prevention Line at
1-800-273-8255, chat online at suicidepreventionlifeline.org/
chat, or text CONNECT to 741741 for completely anonymous
text chat.
+ State: 1-888-568-1112 is the Maine Crisis Line, open 24
hours a day, 365 days a year.

Help Wanted

e O0p comt

Fish Processing Technicians

True North Maine- Machiasport plant has
immediate openings for Fish Processing Technicians.

Positions offer full-time year-round employment, competitive hourly
rates, and insurance starting at no cost to employee.

Please apply cookeseafood.com

EOE

MVNO000013665

The Calais .
Advertise

Accounting Specialist with Tax Reporting Expertise for multiple
companies.

Bring your skills in financial reporting and Maine tax compliance.
Must have proven experience in sales tax, payroll tax, MERIT
reporting an asset with a keen eye for detail and accuracy.
Location: Our office or work from home.

Up to 10 hours per month contract.

Send resume and interest to publisher@calais.news
No calls please.

(CA000012702

Lubec Elementary School is Hiring!

Zoom Host for Lubec School Board Meetings

Applicant must be Proficient in the Use of Technology, Specifically the
Zoom Platform. Duties Include the Setup of Equipment, Managing
the Zoom Platform During the Meeting, and Supplying a File of the
Recording.
$25 per hour
Meetings are Held the 1st Thursday of the month in the evening
or as deemed necessary

APPLICATIONS ARE AVAILABLE ONLINE AT:
www.sunrisecountyschools.com
MAIL COMPLETED APPLICATION TO:
SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS
AOS 77 - SUNRISE COUNTY SCHOOL SYSTEM
423 U.S. ROUTE 1, UNITA
PEMBROKE, ME 04666
OR
EMAIL TO: info@sunrisecountyschools.com

Position will be filled when suitable candidate is found

Equal Opportunity Employer

(CA000013205

Outdoors
(continued from page 15)

One of the hunt crew made
the observation that we paid
our dues, and we did hunt hard
before getting a break. Earlier
in the fall, when I was chatting
with a moose guide I know, he
said, “Oh, you have a tag for the
Adaptive Unit Hunt, huh? You
might as well just go ahead and
buy a beef critter.”

Thankfully, we disproved his
cynicism. Lady Luck was riding
with us. Successful moose hunts,
I am convinced, are akin to deer
hunts in that it takes a blessed
blend of both sheer luck and
good strategy to close the deal.

What a memory that hunt! It
reminds me again that Maine is
a special place if you love the
outdoors, and our iconic moose
is such an integral resource in
our natural tapestry.

The author is editor of the
Northwoods Sporting Journal.
He is also a Maine Guide and
host of a weekly radio program,
“Maine Outdoors,” heard Sun-
days at 7 p.m. on The Voice
of Maine News-Talk Network.
He has authored three books.
Online purchase information is
available at www.sportingjour-
nal.com.

Help Wanted

AN

Coole
AQUﬁ@ULTURE

Equal Opportunity Employer

Marine Site
Technicians &
Deckhands

Primary duties include monitoring and operating the feeding systems, net-washing and
general site maintenance. Applicants must be comfortable working outside and on the water.
Must be willing to work flexible hours and have reliable transportation.

Apply today at mycookecareer.com
Cooke Aquaculture appreciates all resumes; however, only those selected for an interview will be contacted.

CA000013103
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Pileated woodpecker in Robbinston. (Photo by Cheryl
Stabinski)

Gray fox and a skunk in Princeton. (Photo by Donna
Melanson)
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Porcupine in Baring (Moosehorn). (Photos by Susan BIOW‘B’ woodpecker in Baileyville. (Photo by Meliza Cardinal in Baileyville. (Photo by Meliza Monk)
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Help Wanted

V. L. TAMMARO |

LOOKING FOR A CAREER CHANGE?

WE’RE ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS
FOR TRANSPORT DRIVERS

Excellent wage and benefits including health, dental,
vacations and 401K. Applicant must be at least 21 years
old and have a minimum of 2 years transport driving
experience and possess a CDL (Class A) No HAZMAT,
no problem! We will train while you obtain your HAZMAT
endorsement.

For details contact us at vitammaro@vltammaro.com or

call us at 207-427-3775. If you're Ready for a change,
the V.L. Tammaro Oil company is ready for you!

V.L. Tammaro is a Equal Opportunity Employer

117 Main St., Woodland, ME « 427-3775
325 North St., Calais, ME ¢ 454-7500
Visit us online: vitammaro.com

CA000013209

V. L. TAMMARO |

AR
LOOKING FOR A CAREER CHANGE?
WE’RE ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS

FOR FULL TIME OIL AND PROPANE
TRUCK DRIVER POSITIONS

Excellent wage and benefits including health, dental,
vacations and 401K. Must have a clean driving record
and possess a class A or B license. We will train while
you obtain your HAZMAT endorsement.

For details contact us at vitammaro@vltammaro.com or
call us at 207-427-3775. If you're Ready for a change,
the V.L. Tammaro Oil company is ready for you!

V.L. Tammaro is a Equal Opportunity Employer

Exciting

Dr. Karen J.
News from

Delaney
254 South Street, Calais Dr. Karen J.
(207) 454-2350 Delan ey, DDS!

We are thrilled to announce the expansion of our office with the
addition of a new provider, Dr. Kelly Delaney.

With Dr. Kelly joining our team, we are broadening our Dental Hygiene and Sedation offerings to better
serve our growing community. Dr. Karen Delaney, who first graduated from Dental Hygiene School in
2009 before becoming a dentist, will now also be seeing dental hygiene patients to help meet the needs
of our ever-expanding practice. Our mission remains the same: to provide compassionate, high-quality
dental care for every patient who walks through our doors. With our expanded team and services, we
look forward to caring for your smile for years to come!

Still accepting new Dental Hygiene patients. Call today to join our dental family!

254 South Street in Calais * (207) 454-2350

CA000013066

Do you want to Latee Tom,
the Office Cat, fome with %ow.?/

Unfortunately we can’t part with Tom,
but you can purchase a mug with HIS
face on it and NOW features him
wearing a Santa hat!

Back of mug
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Makes a great
Christmas gift!

Get your mug while supplies last.

Purchase a mug in our office in Calais for
$14 with $1 being donated to PAWS in Calais.

Call to order yours: 207-454-3561

117 Main St., Woodland, ME ¢ 427-3775

325 North St., Calais, ME * 454-7500
Visit us online: vitammaro.com

CA000010738
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If you receive a paper in the mail,
Tom might have been the one who mailed it!




